SF  bashing  called 
into  question 

San  Francisco's  les/gay  community  is  stunned 
by  the  controversy  over  a  lesbian  minister's 
claims  of  attacks 


segregation 


Prisoners’  rights  advocates  look  to  Connecticut  as  a 
model  for  AIDS  policies 


(I  to  r)  Police  Chief  Frank  Jorday,  MCC’s  Jim  Mitulski,  and  CUAV’s  Melinda  Paras  at  the  Griffis  press 
conference,  Aug.  3 


lesbian  and  gay  community  support, 
stepped-up  police  protection,  and  public 
condemnation  of  anti-gay  violence  by  city 
officials  when  she  reported  being  attacked 
on  two  separate  occasions.  (See  GCN  Aug. 
6,  1989.)  The  first  incident  took  place  at  her 
home  July  12  when  she  was  reportedly  hit  in 
the  face  with  a  shovel.  The  words  “Die  with 
your  fags”  were  spray-painted  on  the  inside 
of  Griffis’  garage. 

The  second  incident  —  the  one  challenged 
by  investigators  —  took  place  July  27  near 
her  home,  according  to  Griffis.  In  her 
original  report,  Griffis  said  she  had  been  ab¬ 
ducted  and  attacked  by  two  “skinheads.” 
She  said  her  attackers  verbally  and  physical¬ 
ly  assaulted  her  and  then  threw  her  out  of 
their  moving  vehicle. 

On  August  3,  a  week  after  the  alleged  at¬ 
tack  by  the  “skinheads,”  San  Francisco 
Police  investigators  called  a  meeting  with 
Griffis  and  others  closely  involved  in  the 
case.  According  to  one  of  the  people  present 
at  the  meeting,  Melinda  Paras  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  United  Against  Violence  (CUAV), 
investigators  told  Griffis  the  physical 
evidence  they  had  collected  was  inconsistent 


ed  Griffis  if  she  wanted  to  change  her  story. 
At  that  point  Griffis  said  she  did  want  to 
change  her  story,  and  she  returned  to  the 
meeting  room  and  told  the  investigators  she 
had  been  sexually  assaulted. 

According  to  Paras,  Griffis  did  not  give  a 
full  account  of  the  new  story  at  that  point, 
but  was  instead  escorted  by  investigators  to 
the  sexual  assault  unit  of  the  police  depart¬ 
ment.  She  was  interviewed  by  a  woman  of¬ 
ficer  of  that  unit,  according  to  Paras,  and 
later  taken  to  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  for  a  physical  examination.  The 
police  turned  the  entire  case  over  to  the  sex¬ 
ual  assault  unit,  which  proceeded  with  the 
investigation  until  it  was  closed  Aug.  10.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
spokesperson  Jerry  Senkir,  Griffis’  report 
was  considered  “unfounded.”  He  said 
when  Griffis  was  last  contacted  by  police, 
she  indicated  that  she  wished  no  further  in¬ 
vestigation  into  this  matter  and  for  the 
police  not  to  pursue  it  at  this  time.” 

Paras  said  she  and  Mitulski  met  with  Grif¬ 
fis  again  late  on  the  night  of  Aug.  3  after  she 
was  examined  at  the  hospital.  When  the  two 
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By  Jennie  McKnight 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  In  a  move  that 
prisoners’  rights  advocates  hope  will  be  a 
model  for  other  states,  the  state  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  recently  agreed  to  end  its  policy  of 
physically  segregating  prisoners  with  AIDS. 
The  state’s  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  had  given  up  the  practice  of 
segregating  prisoners  with  AIDS  earlier  this 
year,  but  the  formal  rejection  of  the  policy 
came  when  the  state  completed  a  negotiated 
settlement  of  a  lawsuit  filed  nearly  two  years 
ago  by  several  prisoners  with  AIDS. 

Deborah  Chang,  the  attorney  who 
represented  the  prisoners  who  filed  the  suit, 
told  GCN  the  settlement  was  “a  landmark 
—  not  because  the  state  agreed  not  to 
segregate  [prisoners  with  AIDS],  but 
because  it  will  be  the  first  judicial  order  in 
the  country  ...  binding  the  state  to  that 
policy.”  A  hearing  to  determine  whether  the 
settlement  will  receive  judicial  approval  is 
scheduled  for  Aug.  31. 

In  addition  to  eliminating  the  segregation 
policy,  the  settlement  also  establishes  other 
policies  for  prisoners  with  AIDS,  including 
medical  care,  counseling,  and  nutrition,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Chang. 

The  segregation  policy  employed  by  the 
Connecticut  DOC  involved  placing 
prisoners  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in  a  separate 
medical  ward  at  the  state’s  maximum  securi¬ 
ty  facility  in  Somers,  Conn.  Prisoners  with 
AIDS  were  confined  to  the  ward  for  up  to  23 
hours  per  day,  even  if  they  were  not 
physically  ill.  The  settlement  requires 
prisoners  who  recover  from  acute  illnesses 
to  be  reintigrated  into  the  general  prison 
population. 

William  Flower,  spokesperson  for  the 
Connecticut  DOC,  said  the  settlement  rein¬ 
forced  plans  the  department  had  already 
undertaken.  “A  lot  of  things  in  (the  settle¬ 
ment]  are  things  we  wanted  to  do  or  already 
have  done,”  said  Flower,  adding  that 
budget  constraints  had  prevented  earlier  ac¬ 
tion.  Flower  called  the  settlement  a  “win- 


win  situation,”  and  said  judicial  approval  of 
the  agreement  will  give  the  DOC  additional 
clout  when  seeking  state  funding. 

The  settlement  comes  in  the  wake  of 
another  settlement  reached  earlier  this  year 
in  which  the  DOC  agreed  to  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  AIDS  education  plan  that  would  pro¬ 
vide  both  prisoners  and  prison  personnel 
with  AIDS  information.  Observers  of  both 
cases  said  the  earlier  agreement  to  provide 
education  is  crucial  to  the  desegregation 
plan.  Since  prisoners  with  AIDS  have  been 
stigmatized  by  being  quarantined,  they 
could  be  endangered  by  having  to  re-enter 
an  environment  where  guards  and  other 
prisoners  have  misconceptions  or  no  infor¬ 
mation  about  AIDS. 

Prisoners’  rights  adcovates  contacted  by 
GCN  said  they  were  encouraged  by  the  Con¬ 
necticut  case.  However,  they  cautioned  that 
the  case  has  no  precedent-setting  value  since 
a  settlement  was  reached  before  the  judge 
had  to  make  a  ruling.  Judy  Greenspan  of  the 
National  Prison  Project  at  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  said  the 
“very  progressive  settlement”  reached  in 
Connecticut  is  important  in  part  because  it 
comes  at  a  time  when  many  states  are  ex¬ 
amining  their  policies  regarding  prisoners 
with  AIDS  or  who  have  tested  positive  for 
HIV.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to  be 
a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

Challenges  in  other  states 

There  are  also  several  states  in  which  legal 
challenges  to  segregation  policies  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  courts.  In  Alabama,  a  case 
against  the  state’s  segregation  of  all 
prisoners  who  test  positive  for  HIV  is 
awaiting  a  judge’s  ruling.  A  similar  case  is  in 
progress  in  Missouri.  These  two  states  have 
especially  rigorous  segregation  policies  that 
require  that  all  prisoners  be  tested  for  HIV 
and  all  those  who  test  positive  be  segregated. 
In  California,  which  has  one  of  the  largest 
Continued  on  page  12 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  case  of  a  les¬ 
bian  minister  who  reported  being  attacked 
by  “skinheads”  took  a  bizarre  turn  when 
she  changed  her  story  after  investigators 
challenged  her  account  of  what  happened. 
The  woman,  Lynn  Griffis,  has  since  resign¬ 
ed  from  her  job  and.  left  San  Francisco, 
while  police  have  referred  the  case  to  the 
district  attorney,  who  may  charge  Griffis 
with  filing  a  false  police  report. 

Griffis  generated  a  huge  outpouring  of 


with  the  report  she  had  given  about  the  inci¬ 
dent.  Paras  said  the  investigators  asked 
Griffis  whether  she  had  anything  to  add  or 
change  about  her  story,  at  which  point  Grif¬ 
fis  became  “very  upset,”  and  at  Paras’  sug¬ 
gestion,  left  the  room. 

Paras  said  she  and  Griffis’  co-worker  at 
San  Francisco’s  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  (MCC),  Jim  Mitulski,  met  in  the 
next  room  with  Griffis,  where  they  reiterated 
the  issues  raised  by  the  investigators  and  ask- 


A  SELF-POLICING  SOCIAL  CODE 

Rules  for  Relations  with  Straights 

I  Won '(  Have  Sex  in  Public  Places. 

I  Won't  Make  Passes  at  Straight  Acquaintances,  or  at  Strangers  Who 
Might  Not  Be  Gay. 

Wherever  Possible  and  Sensible,  1  Will  Come  Out — Gracefully. 

I  Will  Make  an  Effort,  When  Among  Straights.  Not  to  Live  Down  to  Gay 

Stereotypes. 

I  Won  t  Talk  Gay  Sex  and  Gay  Raunch  in  Public. 

If  I'm  a  Pederast  or  a  Sadomasochist,  III  Keep  It  Under  Wraps,  and  Out 
of  Gay  Pride  Marches 

If  I'm  a  Transvestite,  However  Glamorous.  Ill  Graciously  Decline 
Invitations  to  Model  Lingerie  for  "Oprah"  or  "Donahue." 

Rules  for  Relations  with  Other  Gays 

/  Won  1  Lie. 

I  Won  1  Cheat  on  My  Lover — or  with  Someone  Else  s. 

Ill  Encourage  Other  Gays  to  Come  Out,  But  Never  Expose  Them  Against 

Their  Will. 

Tested  or  Otherwise,  III  Practice  Safe  Sex. 

Ill  Contribute  Money  in  Meaningful  Amounts  to  the  Gay  Cause. 

I  Will  Not  Speak  Scornfully  or  Cruelly  of  Another's  Age.  Looks,  Clothing, 
or  Social  Class,  in  Bars  or  Elsewhere,  Lest  I  Reveal  My  Own  Insecurities. 
When  Forced  to  Reject  a  Suitor,  I  Will  Do  So  Firmly  but  Kindly. 

Ill  Drop  My  Search  for  Mr.  Right  and  Settle  for  What  's  Realistic. 

I  Won 't  Re-Enact  Straight  Oppression  by  Name-Calling  and  Shouting 
Down  Gays  Whose  Opinions  Don't  Square  with  Mine. 

Rules  for  Relations  with  Yourself 

III  Stop  Trying  to  Be  Eighteen  Forever  and  Act  My  Age;  1  Won't  Punish 
Myself  for  Being  What  I  Am. 

I  Won’t  Have  More  Than  Two  Alcoholic  Drinks  a  Day;  I  Won't  Use 
Street  Drugs  at  All. 

Ill  Get  a  Stable,  Productive  Job  and  Become  a  Member  of  the  Wider 
Community  Beyond  the  Gay  Ghetto. 

Ill  Live  for  Something  Meaningful  Beyond  Myself. 

When  Confronted  by  Real  Problems,  III  Listen  to  Common  Sense,  Not 

Emotion. 

I  Will  Not  Condone  Sexual  Practices  I  Think  Harmful  to  Individuals  or 
to  the  Community  Just  Because  They're  Homosexual. 

Ill  Start  Making  Some  Value  Judgments. 


Conn,  ends  AIDS 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“You  don’t  want  to  ruin  your 
credibility. ..If  it  had  been  a  life-threatening 
situation,  I’d  have  blown  my  cover.  I’d’ve 
had  to.  You  just  can’t  let  someone  be 
killed.” 

—  Officer  Thomas  Echartea,  who 
watched  a  group  of  men  rape  a  woman  and 
did  not  interfere,  as  quoted  in  the  New  York 
Times.  Echartea  is  a  member  of  the  police 
force  in  Groesbeck,  Texas  and  was  working 
on  an  undercover  drug  investigation  for  the 
Dallas  police  at  the  time  of  the  rape.  Chuck 
Walker,  chief  of  police  in  Groesbeck,  de¬ 
fended  Echartea  and  echoed  that  if  the  inci¬ 
dent  had  been  “life-threatening,  ”  Echartea 
should  have  interfered.  Ray  Hawkins,  the 
deputy  police  chief  in  Dallas,  said,  “I  think 
he  had  some  obligation  as  one  human  being 
to  another  to  help  her  the  best  he  could. . . . 
Alt  women,  even  prostitutes,  have  a  right 
not  to  be  raped.  ’  ’  Dallas  police  reported  that 
they  believe  the  woman  who  wav  raped 
works  as  a  prostitute. 

Nkoli  to  speak  in 
Boston 

BOSTON  —  Simon  Nkoli,  Black  gay 
South  African  activist,  will  be  in  Boston 
September  16-17.  Nkoli  was  one  of  22  anti¬ 
apartheid  activists  who  were  arrested  and 
tried  over  a  period  of  five  years  for  treason. 
He  was  acquitted  in  November  1988. 

Nkoli  will  be  in  Boston  as  a  part  of  a  tour 
which  includes  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  Europe.  Nkoli’s  U.S.  tour  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  New  York  chapter  of  Men 
of  All  Colors  (MACT),  the  Simon  Nkoli 
Support  Committee,  and  the  Zulu  Project. 
His  Boston  appearance  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbian 
and  Gays  (NCBLG)  and  MACT/Boston. 

Events  that  will  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  Nkoli’s  visit  to  Boston  include  several 
workshops,  opportunities  for  coalition 
building  between  progressive  local  groups, 
and  a  cultural  event.  The  workshops,  which 
will  take  place  on  September  16,  will  cover 
such  topics  as  AIDS  in  Africa  and  AIDS  in 
people  of  color  communities  in  the  U.S., 
South  African  feminism,  and  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  liberation  within  nationalist 
movements.  Nkoli  will  speak  that  night. 

For  more  information,  write  the  Simon 
Nkoli  Coordinating  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
426,  Cambridge,  MA,  02139.  Phone  con¬ 
tacts  until  September  1  are  Stephanie  at 
GCN,  426-4469  (days)  and  Carla  or 
Heather,  524-3370  (evenings).  After 
September  1,  call  Angela,  491-6851,  or  Jac- 
qui,  876-9809. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

International  gay 
men  and  lesbians 
gather 

VIENNA  —  On  July  17,  260  lesbians  and 
gay  men  met  here  to  begin  the  week-long 
Eleventh  World  Conference  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesbians  and  Gay  Association  (IL- 
GA).  This  year’s  gathering  set  a  record  as 
the  largest  to  date. 

Philadelphia  Gay  News  reports  that  33 
nations  were  represented  at  the  conference, 
including  Yugoslavia,  Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary,  Poland,  the  United  States,  South 
Africa,  Canada,  Australia,  Costa  Rica, 
Cyprus,  Turkey,  and  the  German 
Democratic  Republic.  Four  of  the  seven 
representatives  from  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  were  sent  by  the 
government. 

Canada’s  openly-gay  Member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  Svend  Robinson  gave  the  keynote 
speech.  Robinson  praised  the 
“Silence  =  Death”  campaign  that  was 
started  by  ACT  UP.  Ginny  Apuzzo,  who  is 
from  the  U.S.,  spoke  next  and  received  a 
standing  ovation. 

It  is  illegal  in  Austria  for  homosexuals  to 
hold  a  meeting,  so  all  of  the  conference  at¬ 
tendees  broke  the  law.  Despite  this  fact,  the 
Vienna  Tourist  Board  was  supportive  of  the 
conference  and  granted  ILGA  a  subsidy  for 
their  gathering.  The  tourist  board  also  ar¬ 
ranged  for  a  sightseeing  tour  which 
culminated  in  a  reception  at  the  city  center. 
Stockholm,  Sweden  will  most  likely  host  the 
Twelfth  ILGA  conference  in  1990. 

□  Allison  T.  Freeman 


Gay-bashing  gets 
slow  police  response 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Police  here  were 
slow  to  respond  to  a  reported  gay-bashing 
July  28.  The  incident  took  place  near  St. 
Benedictine  High  School,  a  local  cruising 
spot.  According  to  the  Richmond  Pride, 
Joyce  Green,  a  local  attorney,  witnessed  and 
reported  the  assault. 

Green  said  that  the  four  men  who  attack¬ 
ed  a  gay  man  seemed  to  be  making  a 
“party”  out  of  beating  him  up  and  verbally 
harassing  him.  She  said  that  several  other 
men  were  harassed  as  well. 

When  Green  first  called  91 1 ,  she  said  that 
the  operator  asked  her,  “Are  you  sure  it’s 
not  the  vice  squad?”  Green  then  asked  the 
operator  if  the  vice  squad  routinely  beat  up 
gay  men. 

Green  had  to  call  again  before  a  police  of¬ 
ficer  finally  arrived.  Dissatisfied  with  the 
police  for  not  looking  for  the  man  who  had 
been  gay-bashed,  Green  called  the  police 
two  more  times.  Another  officer  finally 
showed  up,  but  even  then,  reported  Green, 
it  took  much  convincing  to  get  the  officer  to 
investigate  the  alley  where  the  man  had  been 
attacked.  The  officer’s  brief  ride  through 
the  alley,  which  took  place  more  than  half 
an  hour  after  the  gay-bashing,  turned  up 
nothing. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

'Hiroshima,  Never 
Again* 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  sizable  number 
of  Sydney’s  lesbians  and  gay  men  got 
together  to  march  in  the  annual  Hiroshima 
Day  Remembrance  parade  on  August  5.  They 
marched  behind  ENOLA  GAY  banners  that 
said  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  for  Nuclear 
Disarmament,  Dykes  for  Disarmament,  and 
Poofs  for  Peace.  There  was  also  a  banner 
representing  the  Quilt  Project. 

The  gay  and  lesbian  contingent  is  usually 
the  most  vocal  group  that  participates  in  the 
“Hiroshima,  Never  Again”  march  and  this 
year  was  no  exception.  They  chanted 
“Money  for  AIDS,  Not  for  War”  and 
handed  out  leaflets  that  compared  the  cur¬ 
rent  military  expenditures  in  Australia  and 
the  United  States  with  the  amounts  spent  in 
each  country  on  AIDS  education,  research, 
and  care.  For  instance,  Operation  Kangaroo 
89,  which  is  being  touted  as  the  largest 
military  exercise  since  World  War  II,  will 
deploy  20,000  troops  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$230  million,  while  the  total  expenditure  on 
AIDS  in  1988  was  $40  million.  Already,  700 
Australians  have  died  from  AIDS. 

The  ENOLA  GAY  leaflet  also  pointed 
out  that  for  every  100,000  people  in  the 
world  there  are  565  soldiers  and  only  85  doc¬ 
tors. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Thailand  calls  for 
arrest  of  prostitutes 

BANGKOK,  Thailand  —  The  Thai 
Public  Health  Ministry  recently  called  for 
the  arrest  of  all  prostitutes  who  are  HIV 
positive,  according  to  the  Chicago  Sun- 
Times.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to 
be  a  cause  of  AIDS.)  The  deputy  public 
health  minister  urged  local  officials  to  arrest 
prostitutes  in  their  areas  after  a  survey  by 
the  ministry  determined  that  3,000  female 
prostitutes  were  HIV  positive. 

In  May  of  1989,  30  teams  of  medical  and 
social  workers  travelled  through  Thailand  to 
determine  the  number  of  PWAs,  primarily 
by  testing  prostitutes  and  drug  users.  At  the 
time,  the  Public  Health  Ministry  said  that 
approximately  6,000  people  in  Thailand  had 
AIDS,  but  the  World  Health  Organization 
estimated  the  figure  to  be  25,000. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Correction 


The  story  on  Marie  Parente's  amendment  to  the 
Massachusetts  budget  bill  (July  23-29)  should  have 
said  that  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  and  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  filed  the  lawsuit  challenging  the 
state's  foster  care  policy. 
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FOREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Mexico  City 

$299  RT 

Los  Angeles 

$280  RT 

San  Francisco 

$278  RT 

Montreal 

$124  RT 

Miami 

$198  RT 

New  Orleans 

$278  RT 

Caracas 

$343  RT 

All  fares  round  trip  and  subject  to 

availability. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


South  End 
Counseling 
welcomes  Wilma 
Busse,  Ed.D.  to 
the  clinical  staff. 


South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON.  M  A  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
■SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


ffa/Ien/y 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


THE  HEAT  IS  ON. 
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Lake  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England’s  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  "voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men,  then  respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 

M  ,1V 


SELECTIONS 

1-900-456-3700 

Only  89<  per  minute.  Must  be  18  years  or  older.  €)  Jartel,  Inc.,  1989. 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  (617)  876-0333 


Boston’s  drug  trials 

A  look  at  clinical  and  community-based  research  efforts 
as  the  number  of  AIDS  cases  reaches  100,000 


Gay/les  visibility  grows  in 
Puerto  Rican 
independence  movement 

A  contingent  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  welcomed  in  a 
march  demanding  the  end  of  decolonization 


By  Ana  Ortiz 

NEW  YORK  —  In  what  constituted  a 
dramatic  breakthrough  for  gay  and  lesbian 
visibility  within  the  movement  for  Puerto 
Rican  independence,  a  contingent  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  participated  in  the  August 
12  March  to  the  United  Nations  in  demand 
of  decolonization  for  Puerto  Rico.  The 
event  also  marked  the  first  time  an  openly 
gay  speaker  has  been  invited  to  address  con¬ 
nections  between  issues  of  gay  and  lesbian 
solidarity  and  Puerto  Rican  independence  at 
a  national  rally. 

Approximately  3000  marchers  were  on 
hand  to  hear  Francisco  Dominguez  deliver  a 
statement  from  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Puerto  Rican  Self-Determination. 
His  mention  of  Bartolo  Hernandez  de  Jesus, 
a  member  of  the  coordinating  committee  of 
the  Movimiento  de  Liberacion  Nacional 
(MLN)  who  died  of  AIDS  July  20,  brought 
cheers  from  the  crowd.  Torrential  rain  and  a 
malfunctioning  public  address  system  made 
it  difficult  to  hear  Dominguez  and  the  other 
speakers,  but  the  crowd  responded  warmly 
and  respectfully  to  Dominguez,  the  gay  and 
lesbian  contingent,  and  the  contingent’s  two 
colorful  multilingual  banners. 

While  openly  gay  and  lesbian  people 
were  scattered  throughout  the  march,  the 
presence  of  about  50  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
the  Coalition  contingent  was  particularly 
significant.  A  diverse  group  of  white,  Black 
and  Asian  North  American  supporters,  in¬ 
cluding  representatives  from  ACT  UP/New 
York  and  ACT  UP/Chicago,  joined  the 
contingent  which  had  been  organized  by 
Puerto  Rican  gay  men.  New  York’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Center  had  shown  its  support  by 
providing  space  for  pre-march  organiza¬ 
tional  meetings..  ■ 

Outreach  for  the  contingent  began  a 
month  before  the  march.  Activists  with 
commitments  to  both  gay  and  lesbian  libera¬ 
tion  and  anti-imperialism  sought  to  combat 
gay  and  lesbian  invisibility  among  in¬ 
dependence  supporters. 

“We  were  uneasy  at  not  being  seen,  for 
we  have  been  in  this  movement  for  years,” 


said  Dominguez,  who  is  a  founder  of  Com¬ 
ite  de  Homosexuales  Latinos  (COHLA).  He 
cited  the  presence  of  a  gay  and  lesbian  con¬ 
tingent  in  this  year’s  Puerto  Rican  Day 
Parade  [see  GCN ,  June  25,  1989],  a  Latino 
contingent  in  New  York’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Pride  March,  and  the  formation  of  groups 
such  as  the  Boricua  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Forum,  as  indications  of  an  increased  level 
of  militancy  among  Puerto  Rican  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  He  added  that  there  was  a 
growing  awareness  of  the  links  between  gay 
and  lesbian  oppression  and  colonialist  in¬ 
tervention. 

At  an  evaluation  meeting  following  the 
march  and  rally,  march  organizer  Josefina 
Rodriguez  of  the  MLN  Political  Committee 
applauded  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Coalition’s 
participation  in  Saturday’s  event  as  a  step 
forward  for  the  Puerto  Rican  independence 
movement.  The  MLN,  a  major  organization 
working  for  Puerto  Rican  independence 
within  the  United  States,  adopted  a  pro-gay 
and  lesbian  position  at  its  1987  Congress. 

Among  those  who  supported  the  Coali¬ 
tion’s  efforts  was  Bob  Lederer,  a  member  of 
both  ACT  UP/NY  and  the  Free  Puerto  Rico 
Committee,  a  North  American  solidarity 
group.  Lederer  stressed  the  unique  role  of 
North  American  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  Puerto  Rican  in¬ 
dependence.  “We  need  to  do  more  work  to 
advance  the  links  between  issues  of  anti¬ 
imperialism  and  gay  liberation.  These  links 
are  important  for  developing  the  concept  of 
allies  and  a  common  enemy.  Over  the  next 
year  and  a  half,  before  the  1991  referendum 
[on  Puerto  Rico’s  status],  we  in  the  North 
American  solidarity  movements  must  carry 
out  broad  outreach- to  educate  people  about 
the  U.S.’s  colonialist  role.  The  lesbian  and 
gay  community  should  be  a' major  part  of 
that  outreach.” 

While  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Coalition  was 
an  ad-hoc  group  formed  to  participate  in  the 
August  12  March,  the  Coalition  is  consider¬ 
ing  becoming  an  ongoing  organization.  For 
more  information,  call  (212)  866-8332.  □ 


Bashing 

Continued  from  page  I 

expressed  their  doubts  about  the  truth  of 
Griffis’  story,  Griffis  resigned  her  position 
and  left.  The  next  day  Griffis  left  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  reportedly  for  her  parents’  home  in 
Nebraska.  Two  San  Francisco  dailies  sent 
reporters  after  Griffis,  while  gay  community 
members  were  stunned  by  the  revelations  in 
the  case. 

None  of  the  people  close  to  the  investiga¬ 
tion  contacted  by  GCN  could  comment 
about  the  specific  discrepancies  or  con¬ 
tradictions  in  Griffis’  report.  Those  who 
have  seen  the  physical  evidence  in  the  case, 
however,  agree  with  the  police  that  it  does 
not  substantiate  Griffis’  report. 

In  addition  to  CUAV  and  the  MCC,  the 
offices  of  Mayor  Art  Agnos  and  openly, gay 
Board  of  Supervisors  President  Harry  Britt 
were  involved  in  the  Griffis  case.  When  the 
investigation  unraveled,  nearly  all  those  in¬ 
volved  issued  statements  reiterating  the 
seriousness  of  anti-lesbian  and  -gay  violence. 
Several  also  expressed  continued  support 
for  Griffis. 

“Regardless  of  what  happened  to  Lynn,” 
said  Jean  Harris,  an  aide  to  Britt,  “she 
needs  help  and  support.”  Harris  said  she 
and  Britt  had  pledged  to  “stand  by  Lynn 
and  support  her  all  the  way,”  if  she  chooses 
to  return  to  San  Francisco  and  pursue  the  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Agnos,  who  had  offered  a  $10,000  reward 
for  information  leading  to  the  conviction  of 
Griffis’  alleged  attackers,  issued  a  statement 
saying  “despite  the  apparent  inconsistencies 
in  Rev.  Griffis’  story,  violence  directed  at 
gays  and  lesbians  is  very  real  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.” 

Mitulski,  who  could  not  be  reached  by 
GCN,  issued  a  statement  Aug.  10  pledging 
to  “help  provide  [Griffis]  with  the  best  pro¬ 
fessional  help  available.”  Mitulski’s  state¬ 
ment  said  that  upon  reviewing  Griffis’  per¬ 
formance  with  MCC,  her  work  with  the 


AIDS  ministry  was  “impeccable,”  but  that 
“other  problems  with  other  aspects  of  her 
work  would  have  led  to  her  termination 
regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  police 
report.” 

Said  Mitulski,  “We  pray  for  the  healing 
of  all  those  whom  Miss  Griffis  has  hurt,  in¬ 
cluding  herself  and  the  wider  community. 
We  find  that  healing  has  already  happened 
in  our  midst  as  we  break  the  denial  and  open 
ourselves  to  the  truth  and  as  we  begin  to 
look  toward  the  future.” 

Paras  said  the  Griffis  incident  has 
generated  “a  lot  of  summation,  discussion, 
and  venting  of  feelings  within  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.”  She  said  the  predomi¬ 
nant  response,  especially  among  lesbians, 
was  one  of  sadness.  “There  is  a  sense  that 
the  sister  [Griffis]  has  been  through 
something  bad,  really  terrible,  but  we  don’t 
know  what  that  was,”  she  said. 

Paras  added  that  there  has  also  been  some 
“angry  backlash”  among  community 
members  who  felt  Griffis  had  undermined 
the  legitimacy  of  the  issue  of  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“The  basic  message  that  CUAV  has  tried 
to  advance,”  said  Paras,  “is  that  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  that  our  community  believe  victims. 
Our  community  didn’t  respond  inap¬ 
propriately  to  this  case....  It  is  not  our  job  to 
evaluate  the  accuracy  of  these  reports  — 
that’s  the  police  department’s  job.” 

Paras  said  the  number  of  reports  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence  received  by  CUAV  has  “doubl¬ 
ed”  since  the  beginning  of  the  Griffis  case. 
She  added  that  she  believed  the  increase 
represented  a  heightened  awareness  on  the 
part  of  victims  of  violence,  not  necessarily 
an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  incidents.  She 
also  added  that  there  is  still  concern  about 
continued  threats  of  violence  against  lesbian 
and  gay  community  members.  “There  are 
still  other  phone  calls  and  other  threats,” 
she  said. 

Griffis  could  not  be  reached  by  GCN. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


By  John  Mercuri  Dooley 

BOSTON  —  The  announcement  three 
weeks  ago  that  the  number  of  AIDS  cases 
has  passed  the  100,000  mark  is  a  milestone 
in  the  AIDS  crisis.  Yet  several  years  into  the 
epidemic,  there  is  still  only  one  drug  licensed 
for  treatment  of  HIV  infection  in  the  United 
States:  AZT.  In  Boston,  as  well  as  across  the 
country,  most  clinical  research  of  AZT  and 
other  drugs  takes  place  in  hospital  settings, 
and  much  of  it  is  part  of  large  multicenter 
studies  organized  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  As  the  epidemic  continues,  however, 
many  researchers  and  AIDS  activists  see  an 
increasingly  important  role  for  community- 
based  research  efforts. 

The  division  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Allergies  and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID) 
that  deals  with  AIDS  drugs  is  the  AIDS 
Clinical  Trials  Group  (ACTG).  There  were 
approximately  44  clinical  trials  administer¬ 
ing  AIDS  drugs  to  people  in  Massachusetts 
when  the  Department  of  Public  Health  put 
together  its  AIDS  Clinical  Trial  Directory 
last  spring  and  90  percent  of  the  trials  were 
part  of  the  ACTG,  according  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health’s  Phil  Orlander. 

Still  testing  AZT 

The  Harvard/Boston  City  Hospital  AIDS 
Clinical  Trial  Unit  (ACTU)  is  one  of  about 
45  ACTG  centers  in  the  U.S.  It  includes  four 
“clinics”:  Boston  City,  New  England  Dea¬ 
coness,  Beth  Israel  and  Massachusetts 
General. 

“There  are  about  a  dozen  antiviral  studies 
going  on  here,”  said  Terry  Flynn,  head 
nurse  of  Massachusetts  General’s  ACT  clin¬ 
ic.  “They  range  from  AZT  studies  to  CD4. 
Some  of  the  trials  are  high-dose  vs.  low-dose 
AZT;  some  are  AZT  vs.  other  drugs,  some 
are  straight  CD4,  DDI  or  other  drugs.  It 
varies.” 

At  Deaconess,  a  trial  of  AZT  (which  in¬ 
hibits  replication  of  HIV)  vs.  AZT  plus 
acyclovir,  another  antiviral  drug,  is  also 
enrolling  patients  as  part  of  the  Harvard/ 
Boston  City  ACTU. 

Independent  clinical  studies  to  block  HIV 
infection  with  CD4,  which  has  blocked  HIV 
infections  in  test  tube  studies,  are  also  being 
conducted  at  Deaconess.  It’s  hoped  that  a 
CD4  hybrid  included  in  the  studies  will  last 
longer  in  the  body,  said  Chris  Hickey,  a 
spokeswoman  for  Deaconess. 

Beth  Israel,  in  addition  to  participating  in 
the  ACTU  AZT  vs.  acyclovir  trial,  is  part  of 
an  ACTU  trial  of  ribavirin,  a  substance 
that  has  shown  some  success  protecting  the 
immune  system’s  T-cells  from  HIV  infec¬ 
tion  in  test  tube  studies.  Also  underway  at 
Beth  Israel  are  three  trials  examining  pro¬ 
phylaxis,  or  prevention,  of  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia  (PCP),  a  leading  cause 
of  death  in  people  with  AIDS.  In  these 
studies,  AZT  will  be  administered  with  and 
without  aerosolized  pentamidine,  Bactrim 
or  Dapson.  Another  trial  of  AZT  plus  either 
aerosolized  pentamidine  or  Bactrim  is  being 
conducted  for  people  who  have  PCP,  said 
Margo  Heath,  AIDS  specialist  in  the  Infec¬ 
tious  Disease  division  at  Beth  Israel. 

To  combat  cytomegalovirus  (CMV)  retini¬ 
tis,  which  can  cause  disease  in  the  lungs,  eyes 
and  other  organs  of  people  with  deficient 
immune  systems,  Beth  Israel  is  testing  gan¬ 
ciclovir,  an  antiviral  also  known  as  DHPG, 
with  or  without  GM-CSF.  GM-CSF,  which 
stimulates  the  production  of  white  blood 
cells,  is  being  included  to  counteract  gan¬ 
ciclovir’s  suppression  of  white  blood  cells. 
There  are  also  two  trials  of  Foscarnet,  an  an¬ 
tiviral  against  CMV,  for  people  who  can’t 
tolerate  ganciclovir.  As  part  of  this  center, 
the  hospital  will  begin  conducting  pro¬ 
phylaxis  trials  for  PCP  starting  in 
September.  “Three  basic  agents  presently 
being  used  will  be  compared  for  efficacy  and 
toxicity  —  aerosolized  pentamidine,  trimen- 
thoprim/sulfa  and  Dapson,”  said  Don 
Craven,  director  of  clinical  AIDS  services  at 
Boston  City.  These  agents  will  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  AZT. 

ACTU  trials  of  AZT  and  acyclovir  vs. 
AZT  alone  will  also  start  at  Boston  City  in 
September.  “We  think  there  may  be  poten¬ 
tial  benefits  for  using  two  drugs  and  that 
there  may  be  benefits  particularly  with  that 
combination  of  drugs  vs.  AZT  alone,” 
Craven  said. 

Pediatric  AIDS 

Boston  City  was  one  of  the  first  ACT 
clinics  to  be  funded  to  conduct  trials  on 
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children  before  it  was  funded  to  conduct 
trials  on  adults.  It  is  one  of  13  ACT  clinics 
involved  in  pediatric  studies,  and  according 
to  Ellen  Cooper,  medical  director  of  Boston 
City’s  pediatric  AIDS  program,  these 
studies  are  progressing  too  slowly.  “We 
have  a  number  of  trials,  but  pediatric  trials 
are  behind.  Drugs  are  always  tested  in  adults 
before  children,  but  with  AIDS  it’s  been  too 
slow,”  Cooper  said.  She  also  pointed  out 
that  AZT,  approved  for  adults  in  1986,  has 
still  not  been  approved  for  children. 

Pediatric  trials  at  Boston  City  include 
AZT,  intravenous  immunglobulin  (a  pro¬ 
tein  that  helps  fight  infection),  and  one  that 
combines  the  two,  all  for  symptomatic 
children. 

Boston  City  will  also  start  an  AZT  trial  on 
newborn  infants  in  the  next  few  months, 
which  will  probably  lead  to  a  national  study, 
according  to  Cooper.  “The  newborn  study 
is  going  to  be  very  important.  We’re  hoping 
that  if  you  treat  them  early  enough  they 
won’t  get  sick,”  she  said.  Another  impor¬ 
tant  subject  of  clinical  research  is  dideox- 
yinosine,  or  DDL  Expanded  trials  on  this 
promising  AIDS  drug,  which  inhibits  repli¬ 
cation  of  HIV,  will  start  in  the  fall.  Three 
studies  comparing  DDI  to  AZT  will  be  car¬ 
ried  out  at  the  four  ACT  clinics  in  Boston. 
“People  are  very  happy  about  this,  and 
they’re  very  anxious  to  get  it  going,”  said 
Ellen  Godfrey,  Harvard/Boston  City  AC¬ 
TU  study  coordinator. 

The  treatment  procedures  have  not  been 
released,  but  doctors  expect  them  to  include 
randomized,  double-blind  trials  of  AZT  vs. 
DDI,  and  a  study  comparing  different  doses 
of  DDI  for  people  who  can’t  tolerate  AZT. 
Also  included  will  be  a  trial  of  DDI  vs.  AZT 
in  people  with  AIDS  or  ARC  who  have  been 
on  AZT  for  at  least  a  year,  and  others  who 
have  had  little  or  no  AZT,  Deaconess’s 
Hickey  said. 

Many  researchers,  AIDS  activists  and 
people  with  AIDS  are  hopeful  about  testing 
DDI  on  a  “parallel-track”  basis.  If  a  pro¬ 
posal  from  NIAID’s  Director  Anthony 
Fauci  is  implemented,  DDI  may  be  the  first 
drug  administered  to  some  people  with 
AIDS  as  soon  as  the  drug  is  proved  safe  but 
while  it  is  still  undergoing  clinical  trials  for 
effectiveness.  A  parallel-track  approach 
would  allow  people  to  receive  the  drug  if 
they  were  eligible  or  were  unable  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  more-structured  clinical  trials. 

“We’re  very  excited  about 
parallel-track,”  said  Fred  Mandel,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Community  Research  In- 
tiative  of  New  England  (CRINE).  “There  are 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  not  qualified  to 
participate  in  trials.  Parallel-track,  we  hope, 
will  permit  people  excluded  from  trials  to 
get  the  drug  free  from  the  drug  company,” 
he  said. 

Community  based  intiatives 

CRINE  was  founded  in  January  to  orga¬ 
nize  clinical  trials  in  community-based  set¬ 
tings,  doctor’s  offices  and  health  centers  in 
order  to  expand  the  research  on  AIDS  drugs 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  will  also  be  a  clear¬ 
inghouse  for  information  on  clinical  trials 
and  other  information  on  AIDS,  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  link  to  people  with  limited  income. 

CRINE,  as  well  as  similar  organizations 
and  community  health  centers  throughout 
the  country,  can  serve  as  “a  very  good  addi¬ 
tional  track”  to  the  ACTG  for  getting  dif¬ 
ferent  drugs  tested,  said  Ken  Mayer,  re¬ 
search  director  at  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  “ACTG,  even  though 
it’s  a  big  apparatus,  is  finite;  and 
also,  if  there  are  new  drugs  like  Peptide-T 
that  ACTG  says  they’re  not  interested  in  but 
there’s  community  interest,  community 
centers  can  pick  up  on  that  and  either  show 
the  drug  is  useful  or  that  it’s  not  useful.” 

Community-based  trial  centers  could  also 
complement  the  ACTG  by  focusing  re¬ 
search  efforts  on  opportunistic  infections 
and  other  AIDS-related  conditions.  Over  90 
percent  of  people  in  current  NIAID  trials 
are  taking  AZT  and  other  drugs  to  combat 
HIV  rather  than  opportunistic  infections.  In 
addition,  since  community  centers  provide 
ongoing  primary  care,  they  will  be  best- 
suited  to  identify  gaps  in  clinical  trial  efforts 
and  clinical  care,  according  to  Mayer. 

Like  Fauci’s  parallel-track  proposal,  a 
clinical  trial  underway  at  Fenway  to  test  tox¬ 
icity  of  an  antiviral  drug  suggests  a  signifi- 

Continued  on  page  6 

AUG.  20-SEPT.  2,  1989  □  PAGE  3 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  VACATION! 


gay 

COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials''  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


Yes,  it's  that  time  again.  GCN  staff  will  be  taking 
summer  vacation  the  week  of  August  21,  which 
means  we  will  not  go  to  print  August  27-September 
2.  But,  never  fear,  the  next  issue  of  GCN  will  ap¬ 
pear  the  following  week,  September  3-9.  We’ll  see 
you  then! 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  early  September.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred. 

Deadline  for  application:  August  30. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salaries/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion.  To  apply  for  the  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Entrapment?  “I’m  sure  we’ll 
be  doing  this  again” 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  James 
Shannon,  Attorney  General,  Boston,  Mass. 
—  Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Shannon, 

On  July  20,  1989,  the  State  Police  in  a 
self-described  “sting”  operation  used 
“decoys”  to  entrap  10  men  at  a  rest  stop 
near  Norwell.  Many  of  those  arrested  were 
charged  with  indecent  assault  —  a  felony  — 
because  they  touched  the  police  officers  who 
were  posing  as  willing  partners. 

The  State  Police  immediately  supplied  the 
names,  addresses,  and  occupations  of  those 
arrested  to  local  and  Boston  newspapers. 
State  Police  trooper  James  Creati  was 
quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe  as  saying,  “Bas¬ 
ed  on  our  success  this  time,  I’m  sure  we’ll  be 
doing  this  again.” 

One  of  the  men  arrested  told  me  that  he 
saw  the  police  “beat  the  shit  out  of  one  guy” 
and  was  himself  warned  by  a  man  in  plain 
clothes  (who  never  identified  himself  as  a 
police  officer),  “Don’t  make  one  noise  or 
we’ll  beat  your  fucking  head  in.” 

The  police  said  complaints  from  “neigh¬ 
bors”  prompted  their  action.  However, 
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there  are  no  residents  anywhere  near  the 
Norwell  rest  stop. 

Several  attorneys  have  told  me  that  such 
arrests  occur  annually  by  the  thousands. 

Your  office  should  investigate  the  State 
Police  for: 

•  physical  abuse  and  use  of  excessive  force 
against  those  arrested  July  20  and  in  any 
similar  raids  on  other  dates; 

•  violation  of  the  civil  rights  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  of  those  arrested  July  20  and 
in  any  similar  raids  on  other  dates; 

•  discriminatory  enforcement  of  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  anti-gay  harass¬ 
ment  of  those  arrested  July  20  and  in  any 
similar  raids  on  other  dates; 

•  illegal  and  unethical  entrapment  tactics 
used  July  20  and  in  any  similar  raids  on 
other  dates; 

•  compromising  the  privacy  rights  of  those 
arrested  under  CORI  and  other  statutes  in  a 
willing  and  malicious  attempt  to  inflict  harm 
by  releasing  and  aggressively  pushing  on  the 
media  detailed  information  about  those  ar¬ 
rested  July  20  and  such  actions  in  any  simi¬ 
lar  raids  on  other  dates; 

•  untruthful  statements  given  to  the  media 
concerning  “complaining  neighbors”  in  the 
July  20  arrests; 

•  negligence  and  malfeasance  on  the  part  of 
State  Police  leadership  and  Commissioner 
of  Public  Safety  William  McCabe  in  failing 
to  correct  long-standing  police  misconduct 
and  illegal  practices  as  reflected  by  the  ar¬ 
rests  on  July  20; 

•  compromising  the  investigation  of  the 
murder  or  a  Canton  man  at  a  nearby  rest 
stop  the  previous  month  by  alienating 
potential  witnesses. 

Furthermore,  I  urge  you  to  direct  District 
Attorney  William  O’Malley  not  to  prosecute 
any  of  those  charged  with  sex  crimes  on  July 
20  or  in  any  similar  raids  on  other  dates;  it  is 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  to  have  the  judicial  system  in 
any  way  countenance  the  outrageous  police 
conduct  engaged  in  by  the  State  Police. 

Yours  truly, 

_  French  Wall 

Boston,  Mass. 

You  are  the  one  who  decides 
what  you  can  and  cannot  give 

Dear  GCN: 

About  seven  years  ago  there  was  a  letter  in 
GCN  from  a  prisoner  bemoaning  the  lack  of 
support  given  gay  prisoners  by  those  of  us 
fortunate  enough  to  be  on  the  outside.  Writ¬ 
ten  by  a  young  man  incarcerated  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  it  hit  some  nerve  or  other  somewhere 
inside  me  so  I  wrote  him  a  letter  explaining 
how  most  of  us  ‘free’  people  are  very  wary 
of  prisoners,  how  those  of  us  who  have  tried 
to  reach  out  to  inmates  have  sometimes 
either  been  badly  burned  or  otherwise 
‘taken’  by  one  or  more  scams  run  by  those 
on  the  inside. 

For  whatever  reason  this  young  man 
decided  to  respond,  in  turn,  to  my  letter.  I 
don’t  even  recall  what  he  said  but  it  was  the 
first  step  in  what  became  a  long  friendship, 
one  which  has  grown  over  the  years  from  an 
occasional  letter  to  a  minimum  of  one  letter 
a  week,  occasional  phone  calls  and  a  general 
sharing  of  our  lives.  Or,  at  least,  as  much 
sharing  as  can  be  done  through  the  mails 
and  over  the  phone. 

At  first  I  was  pretty  hardnosed  about 
sending  him  ‘things’,  intentionally  keeping 
my  financial  involvement  with  him  down  to 
an  occasional  book  of  stamps  or  a  couple  of 
dollars  for  writing  paper  or  other 
necessities.  As  our  friendship  grew  I  tried  to 
provide  him  with  a  few  ‘things’  to  help  his 
time  pass,  but  only  what  I  could  afford,  and 
never  anything  of  any  great  value.  Over  all 
those  years  I  think  he  has  only  asked  for 
something  a  few  times.  His  radio  was 
broken  so  I  sent  him  one.  Not  a  big  ‘boom¬ 
box’,  just  a  little  one  that  could  do  a  decent 
job  of  pulling  in  distant  stations  to  that 
small  northeast  corner  of  Louisiana.  A 
wristwatch  (on  sale!)  to  replace  one  that  had 
finally  died  on  him.  Little  things  like  that  to 
help  make  his  time  a  little  easier. 

In  May  of  this  year  I  made  the  biggest  in¬ 
vestment  in  him  that  I  possibly  could.  I  sent 
him  a  plane  ticket  to  Boston  so  he  could 
start  his  new  life  with  someone  he’d  also  met 
through  correspondence.  I  just  KNEW  that 
ticket  would  be  the  last  I’d  ever  see  or  hear 
of  him.  He’d  be  too  busy  getting  started  in 
life  and  also  he  would  want  to  forget  about 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


So  much  for  finding  a  common  ground 


someone  like  me  so  closely  connected  to  a 
horrid  ten  years  missing  from  his  youth. 
Understandable,  of  course.  Painful, 
definitely.  But  there  comes  a  time  when  we 
must  all  cut  loose  and  let  our  ‘children’  go 
on  with  their  lives. 

This  past  weekend  proved  how  wrong  I 
was.  Late  last  Saturday  afternoon,  July 
15th,  1989,  a  date  1  won’t  soon  forget,  1 
drove  up  to  the  front  of  his  new  home  in 
Plymouth,  New  Hampshire,  as  we  finally 
met,  face  to  face. 

I’ve  had  many  good  weekends  in  my  51 
years  of  living.  Returning  from  Vietnam  to 
meet  my  three  month  old  son  was,  I  think, 
the  tops  for  me.  Until  now.  If  meeting 
James  doesn’t  surpass  that,  it  certainly  is 
right  up  there. 

For  you,  James,  thank  you  for  sharing 
your  good  and  bad  times  as  you  grew,  and 
for  your  willingness  to  share  yet  more,  a 
significant  part  of  the  rest  of  your  life. 

Anyone  out  there  who  has  even  20 
minutes  a  week  to  spare  could  give  some 
serious  thought  to  taking  on  an  incarcerated 
penfriend.  Get  yourself  a  post  office  box  if 
you  don’t  want  mail  coming  to  your  home 
address,  and  pick  a  name  from  the  prisoner 
ads  in  GCN,  someone  with  whom  you  think 
you  might  be  able  to  relate.  Give  them  a 
chance!  Remember,  you  are  the  one  who 
sets  the  rules.  You  decide  what  you  can  and 
cannot  give.  You  are  the  one  who  controls 
the  relationship.  If  you  have  a  problem  with 
the  first  one,  tell  him/her  why  you  are  stop¬ 
ping  writing  and  go  on  to  find  another. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  con  artists 
behind  those  bars,  but  there  are  also  some 
truly  decent  people  looking  for  a  real  friend 
to  help  them  pass  time.  The  do  have  LOTS 
of  time! 

Thank  you  also  to  the  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject.  Your  work  is  appreciated. 

William  F.  Breare,  II 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Thanks  to  Club  Cabaret 

Dear  GCN : 

The  membership  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
wants  to  thank  Club  Cabaret  for  its 
generous  support  of  our  organization.  As 
the  beneficiaries  of  an  evening  of  “Jeopar¬ 
dy,”  part  of  the  Summer  Games  at  Moon¬ 
shine,  we  were  not  only  the  recipients  of 
door  donations  and  raffle  proceeds,  but  also 
got  to  enjoy  a  terrific  evening’s  entertain¬ 
ment. 

This  year,  as  last  year,  Club  Cabaret’s 
Summer  Games  are  providing  much-needed 
financial  support  for  several  of  the  area’s 
vital  community  organizations.  For 
ACT/UP  Boston,  such  suport  helps  us  con¬ 
tinue  to  negotiate,  demonstrate,  and  make  a 
real  difference  on  issues  of  tremendous  im¬ 
portance  to  all  people  affected  by  the  AIDS 
crisis.  What  a  wonderful  example  Club 
Cabaret  sets  by  giving  back  to  its  communi¬ 
ty  a  share  of  the  income  that  is  so  crucial  to 
our  existence.  And  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to 
read  through  the  list  of  recipients  of  the 
Summer  Games  —  a  real  cross-section  of 
organizations  that  represent,  protect,  lobby, 
or  hit  the  streets  for  all  of  us. 

Our  thanks  to  Club  Cabaret  for  a  great 
evening. 

Sincerely, 
Stephen  Skuce 
for  the  membership  of 
ACT  UP/Boston 
Boston,  MA 

Amy,  finish  your  book! 

Dear  GCN: 

Please  ask  Amy  Hoffman  to  finish 
writing  her  novel  soon!  I,  for  one,  await  it 
like  the  hungry  crocodile  in  Peter  Pan,  hav¬ 
ing  just  finished  the  delicious  morsel  in  the 
July  9-15  issue. 

Love, 
Marcia  Deihl 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

P.S.  Maybe  you  can  serialize  it  like  the  boys’ 
mags! 


By  Liz  Galst 

Bill  Andriette’s  Speaking  Out,  “Con¬ 
testing  the  sexual  abuse  discourse”  (GCN, 
July  23-29,  1989)  is  the  kind  of  thing  that 
makes  me  want  to  throw  up  my  hands  and 
say  so  much  for  finding  some  common 
ground  between  incest  survivors  (and  our 
supporters)  and  advocates  of  intergenera- 
tional  sex. 

I  think  Andriette  brings  up  a  few  valid 
points  about  Mike  Lew’s  book  Victim’s  No 
Longer  (which  several  male  survivors  of  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  I  know  have  described  as  the  most 
important  book  they’ve  ever  read)  and 
Lew’s  responses  to  Pam  Mitchell’s  ques¬ 
tions  in  the  interview  GCN  published  in  its 
May  28-June  3  issue.  But  too  much  of  what 
Andriette  has  to  say  smacks  of  a  kind  of  un¬ 
thinking  paternalism  that  suggests  we  incest 
survivors  should  just  “get  over  it,”  especial¬ 
ly  in  the  face  of  the  right-wing  anti-sex 
backlash. 

Andriette  even  goes  so  far  as  to  threaten 
us  politically-active  incest  survivors:  if  we 
don’t  stop  pushing  our  “arrogant”  agenda, 
fundamentalist  forces  are  going  to  “liqui¬ 
date  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,”  and  it 
will  be  on  our  heads.  While  all  of  us  have 
legitimate  reasons  to  be  concerned  about  the 
future  of  queer  life  in  the  Reagan-Bush 
years,  Andriette’s  admonitions  sound  a  little 
too  much  like  those  “don’t  talk  about  it  or  it 
will  be  worse”  warnings  I  and  many  other 
incest  survivors  received  when  we  were  being 
abused. 

Andriette  does  raise  some  important 
issues,  though.  In  the  interview  GCN 
published,  Mike  Lew  doesn’t  define  who, 
exactly,  he’s  talking  about  when  he  says 
“children.”  And  so,  when  he  states  that 
adults  shouldn’t  have  sex  with  children, 
we’re  never  really  all  that  sure  what  age 
group  he  is  referring  to,  and  where  teenagers 
fit  into  the  scheme  of  things.  Likewise,  An- 
dreitte’s  point  about  drawing  conclusions 
about  intergenerational  sex  on  the  basis  of 
work  done  only  with  self-described  sur¬ 
vivors  of  incest  and  other  childhood  sexual 
abuse  is  well  taken.  He  even  bravely  offers 
up  his  own  experiences  for  us  to  examine. 

But  here,  I  have  to  say,  my  praise  for  An¬ 
driette  stops.  Nowhere  have  I  ever  seen  such 

The  way  Andriette  looks  at 
it.  Lew  is  running  around 
trying  to  dupe  a  bunch  of 
well-adjusted  adults  who  had 
intergenerational  sex  as 
children  into  believing  that 
they’re  messed  up  and  need  a 
lot  of  unnecessary,  over¬ 
priced  “therapy”  to  get  well, 
which  really,  they  are 
anyway,  if  they’d  only  realize 
it. 


a  vicious  and  flippant  response  to  the  issue 
of  child  sexual  abuse.  As  I  read  Andriette’s 
Speaking  Out,  I  wondered  whether  he  was 
intentionally  misunderstanding  Lew’s  inter¬ 
view  and  book  in  order  to  make  his  own 
points  about  the  hard  time  intergenerational 
sex  is  getting  in  the  late  ’80s,  or  whether  An¬ 
driette  just  doesn’t  get  it,  doesn’t  get  why  so 
many  incest  survivors  killed  themselves, 
how  all  of  us  live  haunted  lives,  and  struggle 
constantly  to  feel  the  kind  of  safety  other 
people  take  for  granted.  His  analysis  of 
Lew’s  work  seems  to  be  predicated  upon  the 
belief  that  incest  and  other  forms  of  child 
sexual  abuse  don’t  really  happen  as  much  as 
survivors  and  the  shrinks  who  deal  with  us 


Thanks  for  a  lot  of  real 
changes 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  extend  my  most  humble 
thanks  and  gratitude  to  all  the  people  who 
make  it  possible  for  us  prisoners  to  receive 
the  Gay  Community  News.  I  have  been 
receiving  the  newspaper  for  about  6  years 
and  it  has  been  a  great  supporter  of  my  be¬ 
ing  and  beliefs.  I  don’t  know  how  I  would 
have  made  it  thru  the  week  at  times  if  the 
GCN  paper  wasn’t  a  part  of  it. 

Within  the  next  few  weeks  I  will  be  pro- 


would  like  non-survivors  to  think.  The  way 
Andriette  looks  at  it,  Lew  is  running  around 
trying  to  dupe  a  bunch  of  well-adjusted 
adults  who  had  intergenerational  sex  as 
children  into  believing  that  they’re  messed 
up  and  a  lot  of  unnecessary,  over-priced 
“therapy”  to  get  well,  which  really,  they  are 
anyway,  if  they’d  only  realize  it. 

A  prime  example  of  Andriette’s  theory  is 
his  response  to  a  chapter  in  Lew’s  book  on 
the  complex  issue  of  sexual  arousal 
and  response  during  abuse.  “With  breath¬ 
taking  hubris,”  Andriette  writes, 
“Lew  declares  that  even  when  a  boy  thinks 
he  is  enjoying  sex  with  someone  older,  he  is 
actually  suffering  abuse.”  It  doesn’t  seem  to 
matter  to  Andriette  that  survivors  need  to 
know  that  even  if  their  bodies  responded  to 
stimulation,  it  doesn’t  mean  they  weren’t 
abused  or  that  they  wanted  to  be  abused. 
See,  Lew  is  just  a  killjoy.  Lew  is  “sex- 
phobic,”  though  Andriette  never  sees  fit  to 
mention  that  if  you’d  worked  with  tons  of 
people  who’ve  experienced  sexual  abuse, 
you  might  be  a  little  phobic,  too.  Sort  of  like 
how  emergency  room  workers  are  phobic 
about  motorcycles. 

Andriette  also  tries  to  assert  that  Lew’s 
definition  of  incest  is  somehow  meaningless 
because  it  includes  “persons  as  distantly 
related  as  ‘neighbors.’  ”  But  what  Andriette 
doesn’t  explain  is  that,  according  to  Lew, 
“sexual  exploitation  by  an  older  caretaker  is 
[incest]  ...  because  it  destroys  ...  trust.  This 
is  true  whether  the  perpetrator  is  a  relative 
by  blood  or  marriage,  parent,  step-parent, 
older  sibling,  neighbor,  family  friend, 
teacher,  member  of  the  clergy... etc.” 

Whatever  his  reasons  are,  Andriette  has  a 
lot  of  trouble  with  the  idea  that  childhood 
sexual  abuse  can  make  your  life  a  living  hell. 
In  an  incredibly  cruel  turn-of-phrase,  he 
describes  our  suffering  as  “the  usual  lengthy 
litany  of  psychic  ills  —  workaholism,  anxie¬ 
ty,  inability  to  get  close,  etc....”  Let  me  tell 
you  something,  Andriette,  our  torment  is 
real.  Addiction,  suicide,  insomnia,  self- 
mutilation  are  all  real,  and  they  all  are  caus¬ 
ed  by  something.  Too  many  of  us  live  sur¬ 
rounded  by  walls  of  pain.  The  last  thing  we 
need  is  to  have  our  experiences  trivialized. 
Especially  since  it’s  taken  many  of  us  so  long 
to  break  through  our  denial.  Of  course,  An¬ 
driette’s  analysis  doesn’t  provide  for  the 
possibility  of  denial,  which  is  another  reason 
why  Lew’s  theories  bother  him. 

Andriette  has  plenty  of  theories  of  his 
own,  by  the  way.  Some  are  only  hinted  at  in 
his  Speaking  Out.  But  others  he  does  ar¬ 
ticulate.  I  think  my  favorite  has  to  do  with 
how,  in  this  country,  the  right  wing  fills  a 
power  vacuum  left  by  progressives.  Would 
that  this  were  the  case!  Would  that  we  were 
not  constantly  struggling  to  grab  back  what 
little  we’ve  got  from  Falwell,  Bush  and  the 
like. 

If  we’ve  made  any  gains  at  all  on  the  issue 
of  child  sexual  abuse,  and  we  have  —  solid 
victories  like  sexual  abuse  prevention  pro¬ 
grams  in  schools,  and  laws  that  require 
adults  who  work  with  children  to  report 
suspected  abuse  —  it  is  because  incest  sur¬ 
vivors  and  our  supporters  have  named  our 
abuse  and  spoken  out  publicly.  Yet,  it  is  this 
very  act  of  self-labelling  that  Andriette  finds 
most  repugnant.  He  asks  “Why  has  it  been 
possible  for  self-declared  victims  of  sexual 
abuse  to  arrogate  [to  ascribe  or  attribute 
without  reason]  to  themselves  the  term  ‘sur¬ 
vivor,’  implicitly  elevating  the  harm  they 
have  suffered  above  all  others?”  Can  I  ask 
what  more,  besides  being  raped  several 
times  by  my  brother,  I  might  have  to  endure 
before  I  can  rightly  claim  the  term  “sur¬ 
vivor?”  Andriette  suggests  that  we  hold  up 
our  suffering  as  the  ultimate  form  of  abuse. 
But  I’ve  never  met  an  incest  survivor  who 


cessing  out  of  here  on  parole.  I’m  going  out 
on  a  string,  with  still  6  years  to  walk  off 
without  any  violations,  use  of  drugs, 
alcohol,  or  association  with  other  so-called 
‘convicts’  etc.  etc. 

In  essence  I’m  just  trying  to  express  my 
future  feelings  and  let  you  know  that  a  lot  of 
positive  and  real  changes  within  my  thinking 
and  accomplishing  my  goals  in  life  are  a 
product  of  the  ideals  and  information  I  have 
gathered  from  reading  and  learning  what 
our  gay  community  has  been  doing  thru 
you.  All  this  would  not  have  been  possible  if 
your  paper  did  not  exist. 


didn’t  think  that  people  who’ve  been  physi¬ 
cally  or  verbally  abused  had  a  legitimate 
claim  to  the  word  “survivor.”  And  what 
Andriette  especially  can’t  bare  is  the  fact 
that  some  incest  survivors  have  “so  readily 
wrapped  their  self-identity  around  being  vic¬ 
tims  of  sex.” 

Please,  Andriette,  get  a  grip!  The  way  to 
build  a  united  front  against  sexual  repres¬ 
sion  is  not  to  trash  incest  survivor’s  hard- 
won  right  to  name  our  abuse.  Rather,  it  is  to 

If  we’ve  made  any  gains  at 
all  on  the  issue  of  child 
sexual  abuse,  and  we  have  — 
solid  victories  like  sexual 
abuse  prevention  programs  in 
schools,  and  laws  that  require 
adults  who  work  with 
children  to  report  suspected 
abuse  —  it  is  because  incest 
survivors  and  our  supporters 
have  named  our  abuse  and 
spoken  out  publicly. 

begin  to  understand  that  the  fact  that  we  are 
incest  survivors  is  woven  through  the  fabric 
of  our  daily  experience  as  much  as  any  other 
identity  we  might  claim. 

As  for  Andriette’s  assertion  that  “thera¬ 
pists...  who  would  never  think  to  do  so  with 
reference  to  a  beating,  or,  for  that  matter 
sexism,  racism,  or  classism... construct  in¬ 
terpretations  of  people’s  lives  [based  on  a] 
single  sexual  incident  —  perhaps  a  mere 
‘sexual  suggestion,’  ’’  betrays  exactly  how 
misinformed  Andriette  is  about  the  work¬ 
ings  of  therapy  and  the  therapy  industry. 
Tons  of  shrinks  specialize  in  treating  clients 
who’ve  been  beaten,  and  frame  their  work 
in  reference  to  the  beatings  even  if  the 
client  was  beaten  “only  once.”  A  large 
number  of  therapists  structure  their  work 
around  the  ways  in  which  sexism,  racism, 
and  classism  play  themselves  out  in  their 
client’s  daily  lives.  Take  the  work  of  Franz 
Fanon,  for  instance.  The  noted  psychiatrist 
and  revolutionary  devoted  his  too-short  life 
to  working  with  colonized  people  on  the 
emotional  effects  of  racism  and  col¬ 
onialism. 

Andriette’s  arguments  are  generally  so  in¬ 
sensitive  and  ill-informed,  they  make  me 
want  to  scream.  But  what  he  has  to  say  isn’t 
just  infuriating,  it’s  scary  too.  You  see,  An¬ 
driette  never  gets  that  what  incest  survivors 
are  talking  about  is  rape,  not  sex.  What  is 
missing  from  his  argument  is  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  what’s  consensual  and  what  is  not.  If 
he  understood  the  difference,  he  wouldn’t 
ask,  in  reference  to  the  aforementioned 
“litany  of  psychic  ills,”  “What  is  it  in  our 
historical  and  cultural  moment  that  gives  sex 
[emphasis  mine]  such  explanatory  powers?” 
Now,  you  can  probably  make  the  same 
argument  about  Lew,  who  never  really  ex¬ 
plains  whether  sex  between  adults  and 
teenagers  is  abusive.  But  since  Lew  errs  on 
the  side  of  safety,  I  find  his  opinions  a  little 
easier  to  live  with.  And,  Andriette,  to 
answer  your  question  about  why,  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  historical  and  cultural  moment,  a 
host  of  heretofore  inexplicable  symptoms 
can  at  last  claim  incest  as  their  source,  it  is 
because  more  than  twenty  years  of  feminist 
organizing  about  violence  against  women 
has  finally  enabled  survivors  to  speak  the 
truth  about  our  lives  and,  in  some  instances, 
to  be  taken  seriously. 

Liz  Galst  is  a  writer  who  hopes  she  does n  't 
end  up  taking  a  lot  of  shit  for  this  article 


I  have  also  got  a  great  and  loving  friend 
on  the  outside  as  well  thru  your  ‘Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends’  section.  If  I  could  speak 
for  the  country’s  gay  prisoners  concerning 
GCN,  I  would  say  we  wish  you  all  the  very 
best  and  please  keep  up  the  fantastic  work 
and  activist  ideals  and  true  beliefs  in  Justice 
for  All  of  us  who  are  gay  (and  in  bondage). 

Kenneth  Royal 
Drawer  K  —  AY-6879 
Dallas,  PA  18612 
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With  a  song  in  his  heart 

Filmmaker  Terrence  Davies  looks  at  family  life  and  strife 
to  the  tune  of  popular  songs 


Distant  Voices,  Still  Lives.  Written  and  directed 
by  Terrence  Davies.  Photography  by  William  Diver, 
Patrick  Duval.  With  Freda  Dowie,  Pete  Postle- 
waite,  Angela  Walsh,  Dean  Williams,  Lorraine  Ash¬ 
bourne,  Debi  Jones.  Running  time  85  minutes.  At 
the  Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

istant  Voices,  Still  Lives  by  openly 
gay  British  filmmaker  Terrence 
Davies  is  a  beautiful  feat.  Quite 
unlike  any  other  film  that  comes  to  mind, 
this  marvelous  work  blends  memory,  music 
and  meticulous  detail  in  what  are  actually 
two  very  closely  related  films. 

Distant  Voices,  Still  Lives  chronicles 
some  important,  and  some  everyday,  events 
in  the  world  of  a  working  class,  Catholic 
family.  A  long-suffering  mother,  violent, 
abusive  father  and  three  children  —  Tony, 
Masie  and  Eileen  —  live  in  Liverpool  during 
World  War  II  and  the  slightly  more  flush 
’50s.  Distant  Voices  begins  and  ends  with 
the  eldest  daughter’s  marriage,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  film  is  composed  of  memories  of  the 
father.  Most  of  them  are  unhappy,  hurt  and 
scarred,  and  the  inclusion  of  some  pleasant 
recollections  only  highlights  the  terror  of  liv¬ 
ing  with  the  threat  and  reality  of  abuse.  This 
personal  violence  is  juxtaposed  with  the 
wartime  bombing  of  the  city,  but  these  air 
raids  are,  in  fact,  less  harrowing  than  the  in- 
terfamilial  conflicts.  Still  Lives  takes  place 
(and  was  filmed)  two  years  later.  The  family 
life  has  calmed  down  and  the  image  of  the 
father  hardly  intrudes  on  the  birth  of 
Eileen’s  first  child  or  Tony’s  marriage,  the 
two  events  that  frame  the  slight  narrative. 
The  memories  —  the  distant  voices  —  of  the 
first  half  have  been  replaced  by  the  unevent¬ 
ful  reality  of  the  present. 


A  Scene  from  ‘Distant  Voice,  Still  Lives’ 


While  the  story  line  of  Distant  Voices, 
Still  Lives  is  practically  non-existent,  the 
emotional  impact  of  each  scene  is  enor¬ 
mous.  Davies  achieves  this  effect  by  using 
popular  song  —  usually  sung  by  the  on¬ 
screen  characters,  sometimes  on  the  sound¬ 
track  —  to  punctuate  and  explicate  his  char¬ 
acters.  There  are  38  musical  selections  (rang¬ 
ing  from  a  full  version  to  a  few  lines  sung  in 
a  pub)  and  they  constitute  the  real  emotional 
content  of  the  film,  allowing  the  characters 
to  express  their  true  thoughts  or  to  under¬ 
score  the  ironies  or  the  emotional  turmoil  of 
their  lives.  Sometimes  the  music  is  obvious, 
although  affecting  nonetheless,  as  when 
the  children  contemplate  why  their  mother 
stays  in  the  marriage  and  “Taking  a  Chance 
on  Love”  poignantly  plays  on  the  sound¬ 
track.  Sometimes  the  music  is  deathly  fun¬ 
ny,  as  when  Ellen  sings  “I  Wanna  Be 
Around  to  Pick  Up  the  Pieces”  as  her  girl¬ 
hood  friend  is  being  mistreated  by  her  hus¬ 
band  in  a  pub. 

As  often  as  not  the  songs  are  used  as  sur¬ 
viving  devices  —  moments  of  joy  to  get 
through  lives  that  are  too  hard,  too  painful. 
Director  Davies  has  managed  to  capture  on  film 
the  way  that  people  use  their  popular  culture 
not  only  to  express  themselves  but  to  trans¬ 
form  and  reestablish  their  lives.  In  this  way 
Distant  Voices,  Still  Lives  is  as  apt  at  emo¬ 
tional  explication  as  it  is  in  presenting  us 
with  hard  truths. 

Before  he  filmed  Distant  Voices,  Still 
Lives,  Terrence  Davies  won  several  awards 
for  his  Trilogy,  three  short  films  which  ex¬ 
amined  the  painful  life  of  a  gay  man  from 
being  bullied  as  a  child  to  a  lonely  death.  His 
novel  Hallelujah  Row  (Brilliance  Books, 
London)  covered  the  same  material  and  was 
as  moving  and  as  depressing  as  the  film. 


Although  the  character  of  Tony  in  this  film 
is  clearly  based  (again)  on  the  filmmaker,  he 
is  presented  as  heterosexual.  While  this  may 
be  irksome  coming  from  a  less  emotionally 
honest  artist  (or  one  who  has  never  come 
out,  or  whose  other  work  attempted  to  hide 
his  homosexuality),  here  it  feels  fine,  even, 
to  some  degree,  sensible.  Davies  is  attemp¬ 
ting  to  subvert  the  usual  nostalgia  of  the 
memory  narrative  by  exposing  the  harsh 
realities  of  traditional  images  of  “family” 
and  “home.”  As  a  gay  artist  he  is  privy  to 
the  position  of  the  outsider,  the  watcher 
who  is  able  to  re-view  life  and  make 
judgments.  If  he  had  made  the  Tony  charac¬ 
ter  gay  —  bringing  the  outsider  into  the  nar¬ 
rative  —  it  would  add  a  new  element  of  ten¬ 
sion  and  detract  from  the  finely  tuned 
balance  of  family  cohesion  and  dysfunction. 
So  it  is  always  Davies,  the  filmmaker  and  ar¬ 
tist,  not  his  character,  who  remains  on  the 
outside  exposing  his  feeling.,  and  his  pain, 
looking  for  redemption. 

Many  of  the  key  scences  of  Distant 
Voices,  Still  Lives  take  place  in  a  Catholic 
church  —  marriage,  baptism,  a  funeral  — 
and  in  a  real  sense  the  undercurrent  of  the 
film  is  a  religious  one.  But  it  is  a  religion 
which  uses  popular  culture  —  especially 
popular  song  —  as  its  mode  of  worship  and 
salvation,  that  ultimately  concerns  Davies. 
Like  many  other  gay  male  artists,  he  is  in¬ 
terested  in  exploring  the  effects  of  popular 
culture  on  his  life  and  work .  The  use  of  song 
here  presents  him  with  the  perfect  platform 
for  blending  theme  and  character,  emotion 
and  execution;  these  characters  become 
their  songs  and,  in  essence,  the  songs 
become  the  characters.  That  these  are  all  so 
closely  tied  to  Davies’  own  life  make  Dis¬ 
tant  Voices,  Still  Lives  even  more  gripping, 
and  all  the  more  painful.  Although  the  film 
is  peaceful  in  its  conclusion,  there  is  a  linger¬ 
ing  hardness  that  hints  not  only  at  a  gay  man 
coming  to  terms  with  his  family  but  also 
coming  to  grips  —  as  an  outisder  —  with  his 
art. 

Michael  Bronski  has  been  at  this 
forever:  □ 

Drug  Trials 

Continued  from  page  I 

cant  change  in  federal  research  strategies 
and  philosophy.  “Fenway  is  the  first  com¬ 
munity  health  center  to  do  a  Phase  1  (toxici¬ 
ty)  study  that  I  know  of,”  Mayer  said. 

“Usually  Phase  1  trials  happen  in  big 
teaching  hospitals,  university  settings,”  ex¬ 
plained  Fenway’s  Steve  Huber,  “So  particu¬ 
larly  in  Boston,  where  there  are  so  many 
teaching  hospitals  and  university  settings, 
it’s  interesting  that  this  trial  would  happen 
in  a  community  health  center.”  ” 

The  Fenway  study  is  the  first  intranasal 
study  of  Peptide-T,  which  according  to  Pep- 
tide-T  project  manager  Jeff  Huyett,  theo¬ 
retically  boosts  the  immune  system  and 
blocks  HIV  from  entering  the  immune  sys¬ 
tem.  Participants  in  the  study,  who  must 
have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS  or  ARC, 
will  take  Peptide-T  as  a  nasal  spray  three 
times  a  day  for  six  months.  At  some  point 
during  the  six  months,  participants  will  be 
off  the  drug  for  up  to  four  weeks. 

Huber,  Mayer  and  others  see  a  trend 
toward  broader  research  and  care  efforts  for 
AIDS.  “The  whole  Community  Research 
Initiative  kind  of  approach  to  making  po¬ 
tential  therapies  and  prophylaxis  available 
to  people  in  a  much  more  community-ori¬ 
ented  setting  —  we’re  beginning  to  see  this 
across  the  board  with  AIDS  therapies  and 
drugs,  in  a  way  that  I  don’t  think  we  have  in 
the  past  with  other  diseases,”  Huber  said. 
“I  think  a  lot  of  this  is  happening  because  of 
activism  in  the  gay  community,”  he  added, 
“because  people  have  demanded  that  this 
happen.” 

Mayer  would  also  like  to  see  more  clini¬ 
cians  get  involved  in  research.  “It’s  a  terri¬ 
ble  problem  that  we  have,  where  time  is  of 
the  essence,”  he  said.  “On  one  hand,  you 
don’t  want  to  be  so  pure  and  pristine  about 
the  research  that  we  lose  lots  of  people  in  the 
process.  On  the  other  hand,  you  can’t  take 
shortcuts  with  the  research.  You  don’t  turn 
out  to  do  somebody  a  favor  by  giving  them  a 
drug  that  turns  out  to  be  toxic.”  □ 
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A  classic  example  of  foolishness  on 
part  of  the  gay  movement,  according 
to  the  authors  of  ‘After  the  Ball’.  See 
the  chart  above,  right,  for  all  the  gory 
details. 


A  rare  lesbian  find 
in  a  thoroughly 
Southern  story 

Fannie  Flagg’s  charming,  poignant  novel,  Fried  Green 
Tomatoes 


Key  principles 
behind  ad(s): 

Key 

violations: 

1. 

Communicate;  don’t  just  express  yourself. 

y 

2. 

Appeal  to  ambivalent  skeptics. 

Y 

3. 

Keep  talking  (desensitize,  don’t  shock). 

y 

X  4. 

Keep  message  single-minded:  gay  rights. 

5. 

Portray  gays  as  victims,  not  aggressors. 

y 

6. 

Give  potential  protectors  a  just  cause. 

y 

7. 

Make  gays  look  good. 

y 

8. 

Make  victimizers  look  bad. 

Marketing  away 
homophobia 

After  the  Ball  breaks  new  ground  in  the  world  of  self- 
loathing 


After  the  Ball:  How  America 
Will  Conquer  Its  Fear  of  Gays 
in  the  ’90s 

Marshall  Kirk  and  Hunter  Madsen 
Doubleday,  New  York,  1 989 
SI 9.95  cloth,  398pp. 


Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 

or  better  or  worse,  I  missed  the 
brouhaha  in  the  straight  and  gay  press 
when  After  the  Ball  was  published 
earlier  this  year,  so  I  picked  up  this  book 
without  benefit  of  preconceived  notions  or 
awareness  of  the  ridicule  it  had  received.  I 
was  intrigued  to  read  a  book  that  claimed  to 
set  out  to  change  straight  society’s  homo¬ 
phobia,  and  I  was  eager  to  see  what  activist 
strategy  would  be  unveiled. 

Imagine  my  surprise  then  when  I  found 
out  that  I  am  as  much  to  blame  for 
homophobia  as  the  straight  society  that 
envelops  me  every  day  of  my  life.  It  turns 
out  I’m  too  radical,  I’m  too  vocal,  I  don’t 
worry  enough  about  how  straight  people 
might  feel  when  I  talk  about  sex,  I  try  to 
work  in  coalitions  with  women,  people  of 
color  and  other  political  activists.  Not  only 
am  /  a  part  of  the  problem,  but,  according 
to  the  authors,  the  entire  spectrum  of  the 
gay/lesbian  movement  comprises  a  bunch 
of  misdirected,  power-mongering,  ineffec¬ 
tual,  self-promoting  losers  (an  assessment 
that  may  have  some  element  of  truth  to  it, 
but  which  this  book  wildly  overstates). 

The  authors  go  on  to  inform  us  that  we 
have  been  fighting  homophobia  in  exactly 
the  wrong  way,  and  what  we  really  need  is  a 
good  advertising  campaign  followed  by  a 
“self-policing  social  code.” 

Yes,  Marshall  Kirk,  a  researcher  in 
neuropsychiatry,  and  Hunter  Madsen,  a 
Harvard-  and  Madison  Avenue-trained 
advertising  honcho,  have  carefully  scripted 
an  elaborate  plan  that  calls  for  a  national 
media  campaign  to  show  we  are  just  as  good 
as  (if  not  better  than)  them.  Combining 
what  I  presume  to  be  standard  communica¬ 
tions  theory  with  a  healthy  dose  of 
Hollywood’s  mid-1960s  approach  to  role 
models  for  Black  people  (i.e.  make  Sidney 
Poitier  more  heroic,  more  virtuous  and 
more  non-sexual/non-threatening  than  anyone 
on  earth),  their  “practical  principles  for  the 
persuasion  of  straights”  consist  of  eight 
progressively  problematic  steps. 

Once  they  get  past  the  obvious  points  (be 
clear  what  your  message  is;  target  your  au¬ 
dience),  Kirk  and  Madsen  plunge  into  a 


breath-taking  call  for  assimilation  and 
cover-up:  Don’t  present  images  of  gay  men 
or  lesbians  that  show  us  as  strong  or  defiant. 

Maintain  a  victim’s  image  —  docile  and 
subservient  —  and  be  suitably  appreciative 
of  heterosexual  help.  Avoid  issues  and 
movements  that  are  “remote”  from  gay 
issues  (e.g.  racism,  militarism,  etc.),  but 
align  with  mainstream  groups  (NOW,  the 
Democratic  Party)  as  long  as  they  throw  us  a 
big  enough  bone.  Don’t  challenge  straight 
people’s  notions  of  sexuality  or  family,  just 
focus  on  homosexuality  as  a  discrimination 
issue. 

How  does  this  translate  into  a  print  and 
electronic  media  strategy?  Use  only 
photogenic  “nice  boys  and  girls”  to  repre¬ 
sent  us,  keep  the  “weirdos”  and  the  angry 
people  away  from  the  cameras  on  Pride 
Day,  don’t  ever  talk  to  straights  about  gay 
sex  or  god  forbid  engage  in  public  sex,  ig¬ 
nore  the  “fringe”  groups  (S&Mers,  dykes 
on  bikes,  queens,  etc.)  and  just  pretend 
we’re  just  like  them. 

This  reliance  on  “standard  image- 
management  techniques”  (their  term)  is 
neither  original  nor  surprising  —  even  if  it 
ignores  how  ineffective  it  was  with  other 
groups  who  were  willing  to  assimilate,  for 
instance,  German  Jews  earlier  this  century. 
And  even  the  implicit  racist,  sexist  and  class- 
based  concepts  that  underlie  their  assump¬ 
tions  of  who  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  and 
what  we  want  are  predictable. 

Actually,  it’s  the  second  piece  of  their 
strategy  that  breaks  new  ground  —  primari¬ 
ly  in  the  world  of  self-loathing.  We  need  to 
“sanitize  our  very  unsanitary  image,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  these  Image  Police,  who  spend 
over  a  hundred  pages  denouncing  a  range  of 
behaviors,  attitudes  and  actions  that  Kirk 
and  Madsen  say  dominate  the  gay  world. 
(Even  the  authors  admit  they’re  mostly  talk¬ 
ing  about  gay  men,  not  lesbians.  People  of 
color,  non-urban  types  and  poor  people  are 
pretty  much  left  out  of  their  picture,  no 
doubt  for  simplicity’s  sake.) 

In  fascinating  detail,  Kirk  and  Madsen  ex¬ 
plain  why  “not  our  sexuality,  but  our 
lifestyle  is  the  pits.”  Apparently,  our 
“lifestyle”  is  full  of  “pathological  liars  and 
con  men,”  people  who  disdain  morality 
(undefined),  and  men  who  suffer  from  a 
range  of  personality  disorders  (especially 
narcissism,  self-indulgence,  self- 
destruction)  and  other  unpleasant  qualities 
(selfishness,  pettiness,  jealousy,  etc.). 

Reading  this  section  reminded  me  of 
pseudo-scientific  books  that  purport  to  ex- 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Whistle  Stop  Cafe 

Fannie  Flagg 

McGraw-Hill,  New  York,  1988 
$5.95  paper,  403pp. 


Reviewed  by  Kelly  Gaines 

f  you  haven’t  picked  up  a  copy  of  Fannie 
Flagg’s  novel,  you  really  should.  Best 
known  as  an  actress  and  frequent  game 
show  celebrity,  Flagg  has  created  a  wonder¬ 
fully  funny  and  unusual  story  about  life  in 
the  South.  Although  this  book  came  out  last 
year,  I  have  a  feeling  that  a  lot  of  people 
never  heard  of  it  and  I’ll  bet  that  even  the 
most  avid  queer  readers  don’t  realize  that  it 
contains  a  lesbian  subplot.  The  book  is  a 
great  read,  especially  if  you’re  a  member  of 
that  rare  species  known  as  the  Southern 
dyke. 

Fried  Green  Tomatoes  at  the  Whistle  Stop 
Cafe  is  as  engaging  as  its  title.  Flagg’s  witty, 
poignant  novel  contains  several  plot-lines 
including  the  feminist  awakening  of  a  48- 
year-old-woman  in  the  1980s,  the  different 
ways  that  Black  men  and  women  dealt  with 
the  New  South  in  the  early  part  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  and,  as  a  special  bonus  for  our  homo¬ 
sexual  readers,  the  story  of  a  lesbian  couple 
in  the  1920s  and  ’30s  who  are  actually  ac¬ 
cepted,  respected,  and  very,  very  happy. 

Flagg’s  novel  is  well-written,  with  won¬ 
derfully  authentic  dialogue  and  you-are- 
there  descriptive  passages.  The  book  is 
made  up  of  short  chapters  that  take  many 
different  forms,  including  newsletters  and 
flashbacks.  Although  Flagg  covers  dozens 
of  issues,  including  such  things  as  racism, 
sexism,  and  living  with  disabilities,  this  nar¬ 
rative  style  and  her  adept  story-telling  sweep 
you  along  without  even  a  hint  of  didac¬ 
ticism. 

The  plot  (or  perhaps  more  accurately, 
plots)  isn’t  told  chronologically,  which  is  a 
bit  frustrating  at  times.  For  instance,  when 
the  two  women  who  eventually  share  their 
lives  together  begin  their  courtship,  I 
wanted  to  rush  ahead  and  skip  some  of  the 
other  “stories.”  But  I  resisted  that  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  I’m  glad  I  did  because  ultimately,  I 
think,  Flagg  is  trying  to  get  us  to  see  the  con¬ 
nections  between  all  these  seemingly  dif¬ 
ferent  life  stories. 

If  there  is  a  central  character  in  Fried 
Green  Tomatoes ,  it  is  probably  Evelyn 
Couch,  a  48-year-old  housewife  who  is  ex¬ 
periencing  a  big  time  mid-life  crisis.  Ed, 
Evelyn’s  boring  husband,  drags  her  out  to 
the  Rose  Terrace  Nursing  Home  in  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Alabama  every  Sunday  to  visit  his 
cranky  mother.  Perpetually  dieting  in  a 
frantic  effort  to  stave  off  middle-age, 
Evelyn  spends  most  of  her  time  in  the  nurs¬ 
ing  home’s  visitors’  lounge  sneaking  Cokes 
and  candy  bars.  Enter  Mrs.  Virginia  (Ninny) 
Threadgoode,  a  typical  Southern  lady  who, 
upon  their  first  meeting,  begins  to  tell 
Evelyn  the  story  of  her  life.  Mrs.  Thread¬ 
goode,  who  is  86,  comes  from  a  little  place 


about  ten  miles  from  Birmingham  called 
Whistle  Stop.  She  spends  hours  describing 
her  life  in  the  town  that  thrived  during  the 
years  when  the  railroads  whistled  through 
and  died  when  they  stopped.  In  spite  of 
herself,  Evelyn  gets  drawn  into  Mrs. 
Threadgoode’s  reminiscences.  And  so  do 
we. 

Lesbian  readers  will  probably  be  most  in¬ 
terested,  at  least  initially,  in  the  story  Mrs. 
Threadgoode  tells  about  her  sister-in-law 
Idgie  Threadgoode  and  Ruth  Jamison,  a 
pretty  girl  from  Valdosta,  Georgia  who 
comes  to  live  with  the  Threadgoodes  one 
summer.  Idgie  and  Ruth  are  instantly  drawn 
to  each  other,  and  although  16-year-old 
Idgie  doesn’t  know  what’s  going  on  between 
them,  the  older  Ruth  does.  Ruth  decides  it 
would  be  for  the  best  if  she  went  back  to 
Georgia,  so  she  leaves.  Eventually,  through 
a  series  of  very  romantic  and  surprisingly 
frightening  events,  Ruth  returns  to  Whistle 
Stop  and  she  and  Idgie  open  up  the  Whistle 
Stop  Cafe  (which  features,  you  guessed  it, 
fried  green  tomatoes).  Ruth  spends  the  rest 
of  her  life  in  Whistle  Stop  with  Idgie  and 
their  son,  Stump. 

Flagg  never  uses  the  words  lesbian,  gay  or 
homosexual.  Instead,  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Idgie  and  Ruth  is  treated  more  or  less 
as  a  run-of-the-mill  happening  in  the  town.  It 
may  seem  a  bit  unrealistic  that  no  one  in  this 

Continued  on  page  8 
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Killian’s 
intriguing 
first  novel 

Shy 

Kevin  Killian 

The  Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1989 
S 8.95  paper,  276pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

hy  is  Kevin  Killian’s  first  novel  and  it  is 
a  very  skillfully  executed  one.  The 
author  knows  how  to  manage  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  a  plot  that  includes  a  large  number 
of  major  characters.  He  also  knows  how  to 
disclose  the  essential,  intriguing  revelations 
about  those  characters  with  all  the  deftness 
of  a  mystery  writer. 

Killian’s  tale  focuses  on  attempts  to 
secure  very  basic  human  needs  (stability, 
love,  a  home),  even  though  the  characters 
involved  in  that  search  are  themselves 
anything  but  conventional  people.  Set  in  the 
’60s  and  ’70s,  Shy  brings  us  back  to  the  drug 
culture  of  that  period  and  to  its  sexual  revo¬ 
lution.  Yet  even  against  this  background  the 
particulars  of  the  search  undertaken  by 
Killian’s  characters  are  presented  as 
unhealthy  and  misdirected.  Ally,  a  straight 
woman,  pursues  Mark,  who  is  gay.  Paula, 
though  only  fourteen,  determines  to  have  as 
a  lover  Gunther  Fiedler,  who  hates  women. 
Henry  Van  seeks  out  and  willingly  lives  with 
the  same  Gunther,  who  abuses  him  physical¬ 
ly- 

In  explanation  of  such  extreme  behavior, 
the  book  hints  at  two  rather  different 
phenomena.  On  the  one  hand,  these  obses¬ 
sions  seem  to  reflect  the  religious  notion  of 
fallen,  unreflective  humanity  seeking  self- 
satisfaction  in  sin.  (Both  Mark  and  Gunther 
are  on  occasion  equated  with  Satan.)  On  the 
other  hand,  the  characters  have  received  no 
meaningful  direction  from  their  elders  or 
their  society.  They  have  known  only  ineffec¬ 
tual  or  immoral  parents  and  a  morally  cor¬ 
rupt  society.  Although  various  aristocratic 
figures  pass  through  the  text,  none  are  par¬ 
ticularly  edifying.  One  murders  Mark; 
another  runs  “The  White  House,”  a  Long 
Island  mansion  where  men  can  go  to  indulge 
in  sex  and  drugs  (if  the  owner  can  watch).  A 
similar,  more  subtle  commentary  on  society 
seems  to  lie  behind  the  fact  that  Paula  even¬ 
tually  discovers  true  maternal  love  in  the 
person  of  Chili,  a  woman  of  Hispanic  origin 
who  is  not  her  biological  mother,  whereas 
Mark,  who  after  death  leaves  behind  only 
“a  pile  of  ashes  strewn  on  some  hot  wind  to 
Hell,”  is  thought  of  by  Kevin  as  having  the 
“classic  American”  look. 

At  the  close  of  Shy ,  Harry,  Paula  and  Al¬ 
ly  have  weathered  their  brush  with  the 
satanic,  but  as  Kevin  (both  novelist  and 
character  in  the  novel)  reminds  us,  “Hap¬ 
piness  in  tenuous.”  Shy  cannot  be  the  last 
word  on  Harry  and  his  friends.  It  will  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  see  if  Killian  decides  to  bring 
them  face-to-face  with  the  ’80s.  □ 

Donald  Stone  teaches  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  as  best  he  can. 

Green  Tomatoes 

Continued  from  page  7 

small  Southern  town  in  the  early  to  mid 
part  of  this  century  cares  that  two  women 
are  living  and  raising  a  child  together.  But 
Flagg,  who  is  herself  from  Alabama,  cap¬ 
tures  the  feelings  and  attitudes  that  come 
with  living  in  a  small,  Southern  town.  As 
critical  as  Southerners  can  be,  there  is  one 
credo  that  exists  in  some  forms  even  today: 
take  care  of  your  own.  The  people  in  Whis¬ 
tle  Stop  wouldn’t  tolerate  certain  behaviors 
and  lifestyles  from  outsiders,  that  is,  big  city 
folks  (read:  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  and 
Birmingham)  and  Yankees  (read:  anyone 
from  north  of  Virginia  and  west  of 
Mississippi).  But  Idgie  and  Ruth  are  as 
much  a  part  of  Whistle  Stop  as  are  the 
young  Ninny  Threadgoode  and  her  husband 
Cleo.  The  town  loves  Idgie  and  Ruth;  while 
they  wouldn’t  want  to  pass  a  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  bill  in  Whistle  Stop,  they  figure  the 
best  way  to  deal  with  the  women’s  “life¬ 
style”  is  to  just  accept  it. 

This  isn’t  to  say  that  the  lesbian  affair  in 
Fried  Green  Tomatoes  is  entirely  believable 
or  free  from  age-old  stereotyping.  Idgie  is 
one  of  the  boys  —  she  joins  the  men  in  their 
gambling,  fishing,  and  drinking  escapades. 
Slu  even  sneaks  off  occasionally  to  visit  the 
thoroughly  likable  town  prostitute  (they’re 
probably  just  good  friends),  and  she’s 
“Aunt  Idgie”  to  their  son.  Ruth,  on  the 


other  hand,  is  Stump’s  “mother.”  She  takes 
care  of  the  more  “domestic”  things  in  their 
household  and  in  the  cafe.  When  Stump  is 
hurt  in  an  accident,  Idgie  runs  to  the  rescue 
after  protectively  demanding  that  Ruth  wait 
in  the  house.  But,  despite  the  stereotypes, 
Flagg  manages  to  create  two  very  self-suffi¬ 
cient,  loving,  caring  women.  For  Idgie  and 
Ruth,  love  really  is  all  they  need. 

It’s  a  great  moment  in  Fried  Green  Toma¬ 
toes  when  Evelyn,  again  in  spite  of  herself, 
gets  caught  up  in  Ruth  and  Idgie’s  story. 
Evelyn,  who  probably  has  less  than  positive 
feelings  about  people  who  like  people  of  the 
opposite  sex,  can’t  resist  the  sheer  romance 
of  a  love  story.  But  it  isn’t  just  the  romance 
that  inspires  her.  Mrs.  Threadgoode’s 
matter-of-fact  way  of  telling  about  Idgie 
and  Ruth  (and  several  other  strong  women 
characters)  leads  Evelyn  to  think  about 
things  she’s  taken  for  granted  all  her  life. 
She  begins  to  wonder  why  her  husband  is 
always  referring  to  women  co-workers  as 
either  “ball-breakers,”  a  criticism,  or 
“ballsy  dames,”  a  compliment. 

What  did  that  woman’s  strength  have  to 
do  with  Ed’s  anatomy?  He  hasn’t  said, 
“Boy,  she’s  got  some  ovaries”;  he  had 
definitely  said  what  balls  she  had.  Ovaries 
have  eggs  in  them,  she  thought:  Shouldn’t 
they  be  as  important  as  sperm?  And  when 
had  that  woman  stepped  over  the  line  of 
having  just  enough  balls  to  have  too 
much? 

With  that  line  of  thought,  Evelyn  Couch’s 
feminist  consciousness  begins  to  awaken.  In 
her  more  radical  phase,  Evelyn  develops  a 
fantasy  life  in  which  she  is  TOWANDA 
THE  AVENGER,  who  shoots  rapists  in  the 
crotch  and  booby-traps  Playboy  and  Pent¬ 
house  magazines.  The  TOWANDA  identity 
is  short-lived;  it’s  only  a  bridge  to  a  new  level 
of  thought  for  Evelyn.  The  important  thing, 
though,  is  that  Evelyn  grows  to  love  and 
respect  herself  through  learning  to  love  and 
respect  other  women. 

That  Flagg  takes  on  writing  about  South¬ 
ern  Black  men  and  women  is  perhaps  even 
more  surprising  than  the  fact  that  she  writes 
about  women  loving  women.  It’s  a  bit  of  a 
shock  when,  not  too  far  into  the  book,  you 
realize  that  Black  women  and  men  are  going 
to  be  a  central,  rather  than  marginal,  part  of 
the  story.  It’s  clear  that  the  peripheral  peo¬ 
ple  in  Fried  Green  Tomatoes  are  the  ones 
who  are  always  fucking  up  other  people’s 
lives  —  straight  white  men. 

The  Black  characters  in  Flagg’s  novel  deal 
with  a  lot  of  issues  that  are,  if  not  exclusive, 
common  to  Black  Southerners.  One  man, 
Jasper  Peavey  works  for  the  railroads  all  his 
life.  When  they  begin  to  die  out,  he  wonders 
about  the  choices  he  has  made: 

Just  yesterday,  he  overheard  his  grand¬ 
son  Mohammed  Abdul  Peavey  telling  his 
mother  that  he  didn’t  want  to  go  anywhere 
with  his  grandaddy  because  he  was  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  way  he  bowed  and  scraped  to 
white  people  and  the  way  he  acted  in 
church,  still  singing  that  old  coon-shine, 
ragtime  gospel  music  of  his.  It  was  clear  to 
Jasper  that  his  time  was  over  now,  just  like 
his  old  friends  rusting  out  in  the  yards.  He 
wished  it  could  have  been  different;  he  had 
gotten  through  the  only  way  he  had  known 
how.  But  he  had  gotten  through. 

Another  character,  Sipsey,  works  for  the 
Threadgoodes,  who  are  white,  and  at  the 
cafe  all  of  her  life.  She  also  raises  a  child  on 
her  own. 

Just  as  the  picture  drawn  of  the  lesbian 
characters  is  somewhat  stereotypical,  so  is 
the  depiction  of  Black  women  and  men.  Yet, 
for  the  most  part,  Flagg  manages  to  offer  us 
believable,  compelling  portraits.  She  pulls 
this  off  for  two  reasons.  One  is  that,  despite 
the  novel’s  perpetual  teetering  between  sen¬ 
timental  and  sappy,  it  never  crosses  the  line. 
With  crisp,  humorous  language  and  a  sub¬ 
tle,  wry  approach,  Flagg  never  lets  her  work 
get  bogged  down  in  the  unbelievable  or  the 
melodramatic.  Her  fine  writing  is  what  saves 
gut-wrenching  episodes  from  unfairly  tugg¬ 
ing  at  the  heartstrings,  while  creating  an 
upbeat,  thoroughly  Southern  story. 

Flagg’s  authentic  feel  for  the  South  is  the 
other  element  that  makes  Fried  Green  To¬ 
matoes  a  very  special  work.  It’s  obvious  that 
she  loves  the  South,  despite  problems  that 
seem  endemic  to  that  region,  and  her  affec¬ 
tion  for  her  roots  shines  through. 

Fried  Green  Tomatoes  is  not  a  perfect 
book,  but,  then  again,  there  aren’t  very 
many  perfect  books.  What  it  is  is  an  in¬ 
sightful  and  entertaining  combination  of 
two  types  of  books  which  are  all  too  rare: 
realistic,  well-written  novels  about  dykes 
and  realistic,  well-written  novels  about 
Southerners.  Fried  Green  Tomatoes  is  fun, 
moving  and  as  refreshing  as  a  glass  of 
co’cola  on  a  sweltering  summer  day. 

Kelly  Gaines  is  a  member  of  the  GCN 
staff  collective.  She  is  originally  from  A  tlan- 
ta,  Georgia.  □ 


GAY  VIDEO 

Don't  buy  or  rent  another  gay  video¬ 
tape  until  you’ve  seen  the  Bijou  Video 
Sales  catalog.  It  has  descriptions  of 
over  1400  titles,  plus 
hundreds  of  photos, 
many  in  color.  This  is 
you  r  gay  video  resou  rce 
book!  To  order,  send 
your  name,  address,  a 
signed  statement  that 
you  are  over  21,  and  $15  (catalog 
comes  with  $10  rebate  coupon)  to: 
Dept.  BO,  Bijou  Video  Sales,  1 363  N. 
Wells,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  Or  call 
1-800-932-71 1 1 .  (Please  tell  us  if  you 
also  wish  to  be  on  our  confidential 
mailing  list.) 


Liberation  Book  Club 

P.O.  Box  453 

South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 

The  only  national  gay  & 
lesbian  book  club. 


BILL’S  RARE 
& 

Antiquarian  Books 


Bill  Canfield 
802/533-7776 
BOOKS  BY  MAIL 
Falinge  Farm 
East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
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GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

CAY  &  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 

New  England’s  most  com¬ 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 

673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-llPxMSun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


Ritual  status  to  most 


wicked  vice 

An  ambitious  study  of  Western  concepts  of  homosexual 
behavior 


The  Bowles,  with  Oliver  Smith  (L)  in  May  1947 


A  good  story  poorly 
told 


The  Invisible  Spectator  is  most  off  the  mark  in  its 
description  of  the  relationship  between  Paul  and  Jane 


Bowles 

The  Invisible  Spectator:  A 
Biography  of  Paul  Bowles 

Christopher  Sawyer-Laucanno 
Weidenfeld  and  Nicolson,  New  York,  1989 
$24.95  cloth,  501pp. 


Reviewed  by  Cornelius  Byrne 

As  a  writer,  composer  and  traveler, 
Paul  Bowles  should  occupy  a  more 
distinguished  place  in  America’s 
cultural  geography.  Bowles  was  in  Paris 
with  the  expatriates,  in  New  York  for  the 
heady  ’40s.  After,  in  North  Africa,  he  serv¬ 
ed  as  a  beacon  to  the  emerging  Beat  genera¬ 
tion.  But  his  expatriatism  diminished  his 
reputation,  and  his  travels  —  culminating 
with  the  decision  to  live  in  Algiers,  where  he 
resides  today  —  seem  to  have  removed  his 
remarkable  talents  from  the  eye  of  the  critics 
who  once  adored  him. 

A  gay  man  who  was  married  for  35  years 
to  the  lesbian  writer  Jane  Bowles,  Bowles 
first  made  his  mark  as  a  surrealist  poet  in  the 
’20s,  attracting  the  attention  of  Gertrude 
Stein.  He  was  well  known  as  a  composer  in 


the  ’30s,  when  he  became  a  “protege”  of 
Aaron  Copeland  and  was  a  contemporary 
and  friend  of  Marc  Blitzstein  (also  a  gay 
composer),  Lincoln  Kirstein  and  Virgil 
Thomson.  Through  the  late  ’40s  and  ’50s,  he 
was  a  very  successful  composer  of  music  for 
the  theater,  practically  becoming  Tennessee 
Williams’  composer  of  choice,  writing  the 
scores  for  Glass  Menagerie  and  Sweet  Bird 
of  Youth  as  well  as  many  other  Broadway 
plays.  In  the  late  ’40s,  he  wrote  the  best¬ 
selling  and  critically  acclaimed  novel  The 
Sheltering  _  Sky  followed  with  the  highly 
praised  collection  The  Delicate  Prey  and 
Other  Stories.  Bowles  produced  other 
novels,  collections  and  translations  over  the 
next  40  years. 

His  writing  reveals  a  highly  refined  sense 
of  corruption  and  evil,  combined  with  clini¬ 
cal,  understated  descriptions  of  both  physi¬ 
cal  and  emotional  cruelty.  He  is  also  gifted 
with  an  unsettling  and  unfailing  eye  for 
dissonance,  such  that  his  characters  are 
never  comfortable  in  their  worlds. 

Seeking  escape  from  the  U.S.,  Bowles  has 
been  on  the  move  throughout  much  of  his 
Continued  on  page  10 


A  celebration  of 


sisters 


Brian  Lanker’s  gorgeous  gallery  of  contemporary  Black 
heroines 


I  Dream  A  World 
Portraits  of  Black  Women 
Who  Changed  America 

Brian  Lanker 

Stewart,  Tabori  and  Chang,  New  York, 
1989 

$ 19.95  paper,  167pp. 


journalist  whose  work  is  frequently  featured 
in  Life  and  Sports  Illustrated  magazines. 

He  writes  that  he  embarked  upon  the  two- 
year  project  after  recognizing  the  enormous, 
largely  unheralded  contributions  black 
women  have  made  to  society.  The  photo¬ 
graphs  are  paired  with  brief,  but  telling,  in¬ 
terviews  Lanker  conducted  with  each  sub¬ 


ject. 


Reviewed  by  Evelyn  C.  White 

In  September  1963,  135  sticks  of 

dynamite  planted  by  white  racists  blew 
up  four  little  black  girls  who  were  atten¬ 
ding  Sunday  school  in  a  church  in  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Alabama.  Though  it  was  not  of¬ 
ficially  conceived  as  such,  I  Dream  a  World, 
Brian  Lanker’s  stunning  pictorial  of  con¬ 
temporary  black  heroines,  is  a  fitting 
memorial  to  the  slain  youngsters.  These 
photos  help  us  remember  that  to  be  black 
and  female  is  to  be  forever  facing  oppres¬ 
sion  and  challenging  the  conscience  of 
America. 

I  Dream  a  World  is  the  companion  book 
to  a  photo  exhibit  that  recently  debuted  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  scheduled  to  tour 
major  U.S.  cities  for  the  next  few  years. 
Lanker  is  Putlizer  Prize-winning  photo- 


The  Construction  of 
Homosexuality 


David  F.  Greenberg 
The  University  if  Chicago  Press,  Chicago, 
1988 

$ 29.95  cloth,  635pp. 


“I  have  often  been  asked  why  a  white 
male  would  set  out  to  document  the  lives  of 
75  black  women,”  Lanker  notes  in  the  pre¬ 
face  to  the  book.  It  was  because  of  his  grow¬ 
ing  awareness  that  “black  women  know  the 
binds  of  bigotry  and  the  chains  of 
chauvinism  and  sought  release  from  both  ... 
[that]  I  felt  the  need  to  prevent  these 
historical  lives  from  being  forgotten.” 

Lanker  opens  the  collection  with  a  maj¬ 
estic  photo  of  Rosa  Parks.  She  is  standing  in 
Montgomery’s  Dexter  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  the  parish  from  which  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  organized  the  historic  bus 
boycott  she  sparked  after  refusing  to  give  up 
her  seat  to  a  white  man. 

“Many  whites  told  me  that  even  though  it 
may  have  seemed  like  the  blacks  were  being 
freed  [by  the  boycott],  they  felt  more  free 
and  at  ease  themselves,”  Parks  says.  “They 


Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

Over  the  past  decade  of  the  origins  of 
gay/lesbian  consciousness  has 
become  the  subject  of  debate 
among  gay  academics.  The  “essentialist” 
camp  contends  that  homosexuality  has 
always  existed  as  a  discrete  entity,  through 
all  ages  and  societies.  By  contrast,  “con¬ 
structivists”  posit  that  such  a  concept  could 
not  have  existed  until  the  evolution  of  socie¬ 
ty  created  the  conditions  for  its  develop¬ 
ment,  particularly  the  widespread  urbaniza¬ 
tion  engendered  by  the  Industrial  Revolu¬ 
tion  during  the  last  century  and  a  half. 

As  its  title  implies,  The  Construction  of 
Homosexuality  is  a  product  of  the  latter 
school  of  thought.  Author  David  Green¬ 
berg,  who  is  a  professor  of  sociology  at  New 
York  University,  has  undertaken  an  am¬ 
bitious  cross-cultural  study  of  diverse,  large¬ 
ly  Western  concepts  of  homosexual  be¬ 
havior  from  ancient  times  to  our  own  era.  In 
the  introductory  chapter,  he  poses  several 
questions  central  to  his  inquiry: 


Continued  on  page  10 


Why  have  some  societies  invested 
homosexuality  with  ritual  significance, 
while  others  have  thought  it  to  be  one  of 
the  wickedest  of  vices?  Why  did  a  medical 
conception  of  homosexuality  emerge? 

Why  is  there  resistance  to  gay  liberation 
today? 

Part  I,  “Before  Homosexuality,”  probes 
customs  and  attitudes  toward  same-sex  ac¬ 
tivity  in  various  civilizations  and  in  feudal 
Europe.  Greenberg  also  attempts  to  extra¬ 
polate  prehistorical  patterns  by  studying  the 
discoveries  of  anthropologists  in  numerous 
indigenous  communities:  e.g.  Melanesian 
transgenerational  relationships  in  which 
tribal  elders  sodomize  youths  to  initiate 
them  into  manhood,  the  berdache  role 
among  North  American  Indians,  as  well  as 
cultures  that  practiced  egalitarian  relation¬ 
ships  and  those  that  rejected  homosexual 
behavior  altogether. 

As  Greenberg  notes,  the  Old  Testament’s 
narrative  of  three  millennia  of  Hebrew 
history  is  the  product  of  repeated  revisions 
of  sacred  text.  The  author  analyzes  the  sec¬ 
tions  of  Leviticus  traditionally  utilized  to 
condemn  homosexual  activity,  concluding 
that  this  book  probably  was  not  compiled 
until  the  sixth  or  fifth  century  B.C.  as  many 
of  its  prohibitions  are  similar  to  contem¬ 
porary  Zoroastrian  purity  doctrines.  By 
contrast,  homophilic  innuendos  permeate 
the  story  of  David  and  Jonathan,  written 
five  centuries  before,  and  “sexual  jealousy 
runs  through  the  narration  like  a  red 
thread.”  Had  there  been  an  explicit  homo¬ 
sexual  relationship  in  the  original  version, 
he  notes,  it  could  easily  have  been  deleted  by 
a  priestly  editor  long  afterward. 

Homoerotic  expression  was,  of  course, 
more  widely  accepted  in  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome.  One  measure  of  its  approbation  in 
the  time  of  Augustus  was  the  government’s 
decision  to  tax  male  prostitutes  and  even 
grant  them  their  own  legal  holiday  (April  24, 
the  same  day  as  National  Secretary’s  Day  in 
our  own  time).  But  opposing  such  manifes¬ 
tations  of  sexual  openness  was  asceticism, 
the  philosophy  of  self-denial,  which 
predated  Christianity  by  several  centuries 
and  decisively  influenced  its  direction. 

By  the  second  century  the  forces  of  Chris¬ 
tian  orthodoxy  had  suppressed  the  anti- 
dogmatic  Christian  Gnostics  and  defined 
nonprocreative  intercourse  as  “unnatural,” 
irrespective  of  the  gender  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  “Someone  who  wanted  to  engage 
in  sodomy  but  did  not  do  so  was  no  sodom¬ 
ite,”  writes  Greenberg,  “and  someone  who 
had  done  so  but  stopped  was  one  no  longer. 
The  category  was  defined  by  the  act,  not  the 
person.”  Those  who  had  transgressed  were 
considered  sinners  in  need  of  repentance. 

Medieval  theologians  radically  expanded 
the  scope  of  this  condemnation,  equating 
sodomy  with  heresy  and  decreeing  that 
those  who  committed  either  must  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  not  forgiven.  Apropos  is 
Greenberg’s  criticism  of  John  Boswell 
(Christianity,  Social  Tolerance,  and 


Homosexuality )  for  attempting  to  downplay 
the  ferocity  of  the  church’s  anti-sexual 
ideology  and  its  malevolence  toward  those 
who  ran  afoul  of  its  tenets. 

During  the  Renaissance,  many  civil  au¬ 
thorities  transformed  sodomy  from  an  ec¬ 
clesiastical  into  a  secular  offense, 
punishable  in  some  cases  by  death.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  growth  of  towns  allowed  for  net¬ 
works  of  male  homosexual  liaisons,  especi¬ 
ally  in  major  cities  like  London  and 
Florence.  Social  tensions  provided  motiva¬ 
tion  for  recurring  waves  of  persecution, 
pressured  by  reform  movements  largely  con¬ 
sisting  of  lower  middle-class  members  scan¬ 
dalized  by  the  “uninhibited”  sexuality  of 
the  urban  poor  and  resentful  of  the  “pro¬ 
fligacy”  of  the  rich. 

The  Enlightenment,  followed  by  the 
developing  capitalism  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  further  shaped  the  emerging  sub¬ 
culture.  The  realization  that  sexual  activity 
could  not  logically  be  deemed  “unnatural” 
led  to  the  Napoleonic  Code’s  decriminaliza¬ 
tion  of  sodomy  in  much  of  Europe  and 
Latin  America.  Yet  the  belief  system 
undergirding  industrial  expansion  maintain¬ 
ed  the  distinction  between  procreative  and 
“deviant”  behavior.  For  example,  the 
hysterical  campaign  against  masturbation  so 
characteristic  of  the  period  reinforced  the 
work  ethic  and  discouraged  the  pursuit  of 
pleasure. 

At  a  time  when  women  were  being  placed 
on  the  pedestal  of  Victorian  prudery, 
homosexuality  was  becoming  more  visible 
and  therefore  a  target  of  increased  hostility. 
By  the  late  1800s  feminist  women  and  “ef¬ 
feminate”  men,  in  particular,  were  deemed 
threats  to  the  sexual  status  quo.  After 
British  courts  limited  the  existing  sodomy 
statute  to  anal  intercourse,  Parliament 
enacted  a  more  comprehensive  law,  and 
many  American  states  soon  followed  its  ex¬ 
ample.  A  series  of  sex  scandals,  including 
the  trial  of  Oscar  Wilde,  further  inflamed 
public  opinion. 

That  era  also  witnessed  the  coining  of  the 
term  “homosexual.”  Those  who  were  so 
labeled  found  themselves  subject  to  bureau¬ 
cratic  and  medical  intervention  for  being 
different,  at  the  mercy  of  police  and 
psychiatrists  alike  attempting  to  control  and 
alter  their  behavior.  Once  designated  as  sin¬ 
ners,  they  had  now  been  transformed  into 
lawbreakers  and  deviants.  In  the  end,  how¬ 
ever,  having  a  name  for  the  concept  allowed 
for  growing  homosexual  self-definition  and 
the  beginnings  of  gay  militancy. 

Greenberg’s  final  chapter,  “Under  the 
Sign  of  Sociology,”  discusses  the  methodol¬ 
ogy  of  his  discipline  and  how  his  premise 
changed  as  his  inquiry  progressed: 


The  present  study  began  with  the  goal  of 
understandings  variability  in  attitudes 
toward  homosexuality.  Why  were  some 
people  tolerant  and  others  highly  in¬ 
tolerant?  How  had  Western  civilization 
come  to  be  so  repressive?  These  questions 
implicitly  assumed  that  homosexuality  is 
entirely  presocial,  a  biological  given,  cons¬ 
tant  in  different  periods  of  history  and  in 
different  societies....  An  examination  of 
what  was  known  about  homosexuality  in 
different  societies  quickly  shattered  this 
perception.  It  became  clear  that  sexual 
practices  and  the  ways  they  are  socially 
organized  vary  greatly  from  one  society  to 
another  and  that  the  conceptual  categories 
through  which  people  think  about  sex  are 
also  variable. 


I  have  few  criticisms  of  this  book.  One 
flaw,  however,  stands  out:  despite  its  at¬ 
tempt  to  be  catholic  in  scope,  most  of  the 
focus  of  The  Construction  of  Homosexuali¬ 
ty  is  still  on  the  West.  Some  of  the  descrip¬ 
tions  of  other  cultures,  such  as  that  of  feudal 
Japan,  seem  to  have  been  included  more  as  a 
sideshow  than  in  order  to  provide  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  these  cultures  in  their  own  right. 
Also,  Greenberg’s  examination  of  prehis¬ 
torical  societies  could  have  benefitted  by  a 
reading  of  a  work  like  Riane  Eisler’s  study 
of  goddess  worship  The  Chalice  and  the 
Blade. 

The  Construction  of  Homosexuality, 
nevertheless,  is  the  most  successful  com¬ 
parative  study  of  homosexual  behavior  that 
I  have  encountered.  It  is  a  major  work  that 
should  be  required  reading  in  any  advanced 
“gay  studies”  curriculum. 

John  Kyper  is  an  itinerant  municipal 
bureaucrat  who  has  been  writing  for  GCN 
for  years.  □ 
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After  the  Ball 

Continued  from  page  7 

plain  the  “gay  underground”  —  books  that- 
I  used  to  read  surreptitiously  15  years  ago. 
From  ignorant  and  vicious  straight  people, 
I’ve  come  to  expect  this  outlook.  To  see  it 
penned  by  openly  gay  men  is  comparable  to 
writing  The  Boys  in  the  Band  in  1989.  But 
unfortunately,  After  the  Ball  can’t  be 
dismissed  out  of  hand  —  because  straight 
society  may  use  it  to  justify  its  own 
homophobia,  just  as  the  straight  media 
could  smugly  point  to  Randy  Shilts’  And  the 
Band  Played  On  as  proof  of  gay  men’s  com¬ 
plicity  in  “spreading  AIDS.” 

I  did  find  several  kernels  of  common 
sense  in  the  book.  Some  of  the  author’s 
how-to  ideas  for  using  the  media  are 
valuable  for  people  unfamiliar  with  such 
manipulations.  And  they  point  out  the  scan¬ 
dal  of  how  only  a  relative  handful  of  ac¬ 
tivists  and  donors  keep  gay/lesbian  institu¬ 
tions  afloat.  But  a  handful  of  kernels  get  lost 
in  a  field  of  stupidity  and  self-hatred.  We 
grazed  there  for  too  long.  Thankfully,  we 
are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  different  pasture 
now,  having  left  Kirk  and  Madsen  way 
behind. 

Gordon  Gottlieb  is  a  former  GCN  staff 
member  and  a  long-time  volunteer  who  has 
been  forgetting  to  be  self-hating  for  at  least  15 
years.  □ 

Bowles 

Continued  from  page  9 

life.  In  North  Africa,  where  he  ultimately 
made  his  home,  he  became  in  time  a  cultural 
historian  for  both  the  music  and  the  stories 
of  Morroco  and  Algeria. 

His  marriage  to  Jane  Bowles  —  intended 
at  first,  it  seems,  to  “shock  and  horrify” 
their  friends  and  families  —  lasted  until 
Jane’s  death. 

This  is  the  nutshell  version  of  the  life  and,  to 
date,  the  art  of  Paul  Bowles.  Unfortunately, 
what  is  perhaps  most  impressive  about 
Christopher  Sawyer-Laucanno’s  new  bio¬ 
graphy  of  Bowles  is  how  badly  he  tells  this 
obviously  interesting  story. 

Although  clearly  a  fan  of  Bowles’  work, 
Sawyer-Laucanno  shows  little  understand¬ 
ing  or  insight  into  the  man  himself.  And 
while  not  quite  a  hagiography,  An  Invisible 
Spectator  does  tend  to  fawn  at  the  feet  of  its 
subject.  Perhaps  more  disturbing,  though, 
is  the  book’s  “Cliff  Notes”  feel,  the  shop¬ 
ping  list  version  of  life.  At  its  worst,  it  is  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  listing  of  where  Bowles  has 
lived,  when  he  has  travelled  and  what  he 
wrote. 

In  the  best  biographies,  such  as  Robert 
Caro’s  books  on  Lyndon  Johnson  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Moses,  the  lives  of  those  people  close  to 
the  main  subject  are  tributaries  into  the 
main  narrative;  they  expand  the  reader’s  un¬ 
derstanding.  Here  they  are  treated  as  dis¬ 
tractions  without  any  identity  of  their  own, 
introduced  and  forgotten.  Consequently, 
we  cannot  gauge  other  people’s  responses  to 
Bowles  or  his  response  to  them.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  we  get  no  feel  for  the  character  of 
Ahmed  Yacoubi,  one  of  the  great  loves  of 
Bowles’  life;  Gertrude  Stein  is  introduced  as 
a  major  player  early  in  Bowles’  life,  but  then 
she  literally  disappears  from  the  book. 

Nor  are  we  given  much  of  a  feel  for  the 
times  Bowles  has  lived  in.  Here  is  a  man  who 
was  at  the  cultural  center  of  the  20  to  30 
years  of  the  “American  Century,”  yet 
beyond  an  early  depiction  of  the  post-World 
War  I  literary  scene,  we  get  no  particular 
sense  of  what  other  artists  were  doing  or 
how  he  felt  about  his  surroundings. 

The  most  glaring  example  of  Laucanno’s 
inability  to  understand  his  subject  comes  in 
his  description  of  the  relationship  between 
Paul  and  Jane.  It  was  a  relationship  filled 
with  both  dependency  and  loathing, 
reminiscent  of  a  Flannery  O’Connor  story. 
He,  withdrawn  and  at  times  totally  uncom¬ 
municative;  she  impetuous,  uncompromis¬ 
ing,  insecure  and  ultimately  self-destructive; 
both  very  creative.  A  complex  and  troubled 
relationship,  but  one  that  lasted.  During  the 
time  they  were  married,  she  would  fall  in 
love  with  women  and  he  would  become  “at¬ 
tached”  to  men.  Both  were  aware  of  the 
other’s  desires  and  actions  and,  no  matter 
what,  the  emotional  bond  between  them  re¬ 
mained.  This  is  a  fascinating  situation,  one 
that  calls  for  a  perceptive  and  sympathetic 
eye,  but  instead,  the  author  offers  remarks 
such  as:  “Bowles,  while  aware  of  Jane’s  in¬ 
fidelities,  did  nothing  to  interfere,  choosing 
to  concentrate  on  his  own  pursuits  instead.” 

Sawyer-Laucanno  makes  no  mention  of 
Jane’s  awareness  of  Paul’s  “infidelities,” 
and  one  can  only  guess  at  what  the  word 
“infidelities”  might  mean  in  this  context. 
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It  may  well  be  that  Sawyer-Laucanno  is 
uncomfortable  with  the  fact  that  Bowles  is 
gay.  Most  overt  sexuality  is  denied  through¬ 
out  the  book;  although  at  times  the  author 
contradicts  his  own  statements  with  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence.  At  one  point,  he 
describes  Bowles  as  involved  in  several  “sex¬ 
less”  relationships,  only  to  quote  a  letter  by 
Bowles  where  he  writes  of  going  cruising. 
While  Sawyer-Laucanno  tries  to  depict  the 
composer/writer  as  nascently  straight  in  his 
early  life,  ultimately  it  is  clear  the  author  is 
most  comfortable  with  an  asexual  Bowles. 

Nothing  is  as  irritating  as  a  good  story 
poorly  told,  as  this  book  so  amply  proves. 
Both  Jane  and  Paul’s  work  deserves  to  be  re¬ 
discovered  by  a  larger  audience,  but  Invisi¬ 
ble  Spectator  isn’t  the  book  that’s  going  to 
do  it. 

Cornelius  Byrne  is  a  Boston  freelance 
writer.  □ 

I  Dream 

Continued  from  page  9 

thought  that  my  action  didn’t  just  free 
blacks  but  them  also.” 

A  fierce  commitment  to  equality  comes 
through  in  nearly  every  word  and  image  in 
the  text.  Listen  to  Unita  Blackwell,  a  pensive 
woman  who  in  1976  became  the  first  black 
mayor  in  Mississippi: 

I’m  one  of  the  people  who  has  filed  a  law¬ 
suit  against  almost  every  agency  and 
operation  of  white  people  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi.  We  had  to....  I  was  arrested 
every  day,  during  one  time,  every  day 
straight  for  thirty  days....  You  couldn’t 
trust  nobody  because  the  police  was  the 
Klans.  The  police  was  burning  the  cross  in 
my  yard. . . .  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  where  there  is  no  place  you  can  call 
for  help? 

Others  in  the  collection  bring  a  sense  of 
humor  to  their  experiences  with  injustice.  “I 
was  forty-six  years  old  and  in  the  nation’s 
capital  before  I  was  ever  called  a  nigger,” 
says  Johnnie  Tillmon,  a  twinkly-eyed  wel¬ 
fare  rights  organizer.  “I  politely  took  off  my 
coat,  handed  my  bag  to  my  attorney,  and 
went  and  had  me  a  fist  city  on  the  man’s 
head.” 

In  addition  to  social  activists,  legendary 
black  women  artists,  educators,  athletes, 
writers,  physicians  and  performers  are  rep¬ 
resented  in  I  Dream  a  World.  Looking  and 
sounding  every  inch  the  opera  diva  that  she 
is,  a  turbaned  Leontyne  Price  reveals: 

1  totally  and  completely  admit,  with  no 
qualms  at  all,  my  egomania,  my  selfish¬ 
ness,  coupled  with  a  really  magnificent 
voice.  I  don’t  love  anything  more  than 
hearing  my  own  voice.  It’s  a  personal 
adoration. 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  black  women,  in¬ 
cluding  Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly, 
writer  Alice  Walker  and  crusader  Angela 
Davis,  are  in  the  collection.  The  latter  two 
are  photographed  in  quiet,  wooded  settings 
that  provide  an  interesting  counterpoint  to 
the  political  fervor  that  colors  their  lives. 

Alongside  the  well-known  heroines  are  in¬ 
spirational  images  and  messages  from  un¬ 
familiar  forces  such  as  Alexa  Canady,  the 
first  black  woman  neurosurgeon,  and  Nor¬ 
ma  Sklarek,  the  first  black  woman  to  be¬ 
come  a  licensed  architect.  “I  always  knew 
that  I  was  going  to  have  a  profession  in 
order  to  work,  that  nobody  was  going  to  be 
taking  care  of  me,”  says  Sklarek,  who  heads 
an  architectural  firm  in  Los  Angeles.  “All 
of  my  contemporaries,  black  girls,  knew 
that  they  were  going  to  have  to  work  for 
their  entire  lifetime.” 

For  those  who  have  been  longing  to 
broaden  their  vision  and  bear  witness  to  the 
true  hope  and  promise  of  this  land,  I  Dream 
a  World  is  a  godsend.  As  Lanker  writes, 

This  celebration  of  sisters  is  not  an  attempt 
to  elevate  or  lower  any  segment  of  society, 
it  is  merely  an  opportunity  to  savor  the 
triumphs  of  the  human  spirit,  a  spirit  that 
does  not  speak  only  of  black  history.  My 
greatest  lesson  was  that  this  is  my  history, 
this  is  American  history.  □ 


Evelyn  C.  White  is  a  reporter  for  the  S.F. 
Chronicle. 
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maintenance  package. 

•  30  year  structural  warrantee 


Liner  Replacements  & 
Pool  Closings 
1-800-822-8013 


Save  up  to  $2000 


CUSTOM  IN-GROUND 
POOLS 

From  $9995 

Reg.  $12,120 

FINANCE  AT  $99.00 
MONTH 

•  Choice  of  shapes  and  sizes 
•  Completely  installed  with  com¬ 
mercial  filter  and  maintenance 
equipment 
•  30  mil.  commercial  liner 

Call  for  FREE 
Home  Survey.  .  . 

LIFETIME  WARRANTEE 

CALL  1-800-822-8013  for  brochure  and  appointment 

FAMILY  POOLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC. 

Authorized  Baquacil  Dealer 
rlami(v  RT  123  Brockton  508/559-6699 
RT  44  Middleboro  508/824-1317 
-  OPEN  7  DAYS  - 
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Agnes  Varda 

Continued  from  back  page 


out  about  them,  feels  incredibly  betrayed 
and  her  once  frank  and  caring  relationship 
with  her  mother  becomes  acrimonious  and 
then  distant.  Warnings  about  AIDS  are 
everywhere.  And,  of  course,  there  are 
always  the  authorities  to  deal  with:  parents, 
school  officials,  ex-husbands  and  the  like. 

For  the  most  part,  Varda  treats  their  rela¬ 
tionship  like  she  would  any  other.  That  is  to 
say,  she  portrays  the  beauty  in  it,  while  occa¬ 
sionally  undermining  her  own  representa¬ 
tion.  It’s  clear  in  the  film  that  what  Mary- 
Jane  and  Julien  feel  for  each  other  is  genu¬ 
ine.  But  Varda  also  has  Mary-Jane  saying 
things  —  about  a  chaste  romantic  relation¬ 
ship  she  had  with  a  35-year-old  man  when 
she  was  15  —  that  undercut  the  possibility 
that  what  she  has  with  Julien  is  “true  love.” 
“Now  I  remember,”  she  says,  “I  wasn’t 
crazy  about  him,  just  flattered  he  was  crazy 
about  me.” 

There  is  a  lovely  but  troubling  instant,  at 
an  Easter  egg  hunt,  when  parenting  and  sex¬ 
ual  passion  seem  part  of  the  same  con¬ 
tinuum  of  love  (See,  I  told  you  something 
like  this  might  happen).  And  Varda  never 
goes  very  far  out  of  her  way  to  explain  why 
there  might  be  taboos  against  intergenera- 
tional  relationships,  or  to  say  that  such  rela¬ 
tionships  are  risky  business,  fraught  with  all 
sorts  of  potential  for  abuse. 

Too  bad,  too.  It’s  not  that  I  think  in- 
tergenerational  relationships  are  necessarily 
evil,  I  would  just  like  there  to  be  more  than 
one  film  in  the  world  that  takes  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  child  sexual  abuse  seriously. 

I  tell  all  this  to  Lou,  who  senses  my  disap¬ 
pointment  and  uses  it  to  buttress  her  idea 
that  moving  would  be  crazy.  “You  move  to 
New  York,  and  so  what.  You  end  up  being 
able  to  see  a  lot  more  films  you’re  not  going 
to  love  anyway.  So,  you  don’t  like  them 
here,  you  don’t  like  them  there.  What’s  the 
difference?” 

“The  bialys,”  I  say.  And  it’s  true.  □ 


Prisons 

Continued  from  page  I 


state  prison  populations  in  the  country,  a 
suit  is  pending  challenging  the  policy  of 
segregating  prisoners  with  AIDS.  A  similar 
case  has  been  brought  by  prisoners  in  New 
Jersey,  according  to  Greenspan. 

She  said  currently  about  half  the  states  in 
the  U.S.  segregate  prisoners  as  soon  as  they 
are  diagnosed  with  full-blown  AIDS. 
Although  a  smaller  number  have  policies 
like  Alabama  —  mandatory  testing  and 
segregation  —  there  are  several  states  in 
which  legislation  providing  for  such  policies 
is  under  consideration. 

Greenspan  and  others  argue  that  among 
the  states  like  Connecticut  that  have  aban¬ 
doned  their  segregation  policies,  factors 
other  than  “altruism”  have  motivated 
change.  Said  Greenspan,  “More  and  more 
[state  prisons]  are  beginning  to  mainstream 
prisoners  with  AIDS  because  financially 
they  can’t  handle  [segregation].”  This  is 
especially  true  of  states  like  Connecticut, 
which  has  a  relatively  small  prison  popula¬ 
tion.  (According  to  Flower,  the  acute  care 
ward  where  prisoners  with  AIDS  are  housed 
has  25  beds,  only  five  of  which  are  currently 
occupied  by  prisoners  with  AIDS.  He  added 
that  among  the  state’s  total  prison  population 
of  8,800,  there  are  12  diagnosed  cases  of 
AIDS.) 

Other  states  have  abandoned  segregation 
policies  because  they  want  to  avoid  legal 
challenges.  The  state  of  Arizona,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  announced  in  May  that  it  would  stop 
segregating  prisoners  with  AIDS  because  it 
feared  that  the  ACLU  would  bring  a 
lawsuit. 

One  of  the  most  successful  legal 
challenges  to  segregation  policies  to  date 
happened  in  New  York  in  1988.  As  the  state 
was  preparing  to  establish  an  “AIDS 
prison”  at  the  Green  Correctional  Facility  in 
Coxsackie,  District  Court  Judge  Howard 
Munson  ruled  the  plan  would  violate  the 
privacy  of  the  prisoners  who  would  be  hous¬ 
ed  there,  and  issued  an  injunction  against 
the  policy.  Ken  Stephens  of  Prisoner’s  Legal 
Services  in  New  York  said  that  the  state 
“has  no  intention  of  appealing.” 

Stephens  said  he  hoped  states  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  evaluating  their  policies  would  opt 
for  a  model  more  like  New  York  or  Connec¬ 
ticut,  instead  of  those  like  Alabama  or 
California.  Chang  also  expressed  her  hope 
that  other  states  would  look  to  Connecticut 
as  a  model.  She  said  that  as  a  result  of  ad¬ 
dressing  the  issues  raised  in  the  lawsuit,  that 
the  state’s  policymakers  had  “come  to  the 

right  conclusions.”  n 

□  filed  from  Boston 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 


Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


M 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-1319 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurant a 
for  all  your  naads 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


THE  PHONE  CALL  THAT  COULD 
CHANGE  YOUR  LIFE  IS  HERE 


It's  new  and  exciting 
and  makes  responding  to  or  placing 
Phoenix  Personals  quicker  and  even  more  personal I 

RESPONDING  to  Phoenix  Personal  ads  is  faster  and  more  effective 
than  ever —  because  you  can  respond  to  Phoenix  Personals  by  phone, 
instantly,  for  only  99c  a  minute! 

You  don't  need  a  copy  of  the  Phoenix  to  respond  to  Phoenix  Personals — 
simply  dial  1-900-456-2255  and  you  can  near  a  sampling  of  current  ads  in 
the  category  of  your  choice —  men  seeking  men,  women  seeking  women,  men 
seeking  women,  or  women  seeking  men! 

PLACING  a  Personal  ad  in  the  Boston  Phoenix  gives  you 
Personal  Calls'*  absolutely  FREE —  you  record  your  own  personal 
greeting  at  no  cost. 

See  and  hear  for  yourself — 


TO  RESPOND 
TO  A  PHOENIX 
PERSONAL  CALLS*  AD, 

CALL  1-900-456-2255 


TO  PLACE 
A  PHOENIX 

PERSONAL  CALLsm  AD, 

CALL  267-1234 


Personal  Call5"  is  free  when  placing  a  Phoenix  Personal  ad.  Responding  to  Phoenix  Personals  costs  only  99c  a  minute. 


Vi'.-" 


AFFORDABLE  TYPESETTING 

is  not  a  myth! 
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Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you’ll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COME  PLAY  JEOPARDY! 

And  Help  Benefit  the 

NESA  AIDS  CARE 
PROJECT 

(a  free  acupuncture  clinic  for  people  with  AIDS) 

Friday,  August  25,  8:00  PM 
Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston 
$5.00  admission 

HELP  ACUPUNCTURISTS 
HELP  PEOPLE  WITH  AIDS! 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

MARRIAGE 

Indian  gay  male  professional,  handsome,  attractive 
looking  for  gay  lesbian  for  marriage  to  obtain  perma- 
nent  residency  in  America.  GCN  Box  366. _ (8) 

THE  MUSIC  WAS  TOO  LOUD... 

Debra  from  Indigo:  Thanks  for  being  part  of  my  vaca¬ 
tion.  I  think  the  time  for  Jewish  Renewal  Music  by  Ban¬ 
jo  is  at  hand.  See  you  at  the  Lucie  Blue  concert,  or  give  a 
call:  21 5-848 -6840  — Susan. _ (7) 

ON  THE  ROAD  AGAIN 

Seems  like  we  just  landed,  now  I’m  taking  off.  I’m  sure 
you’ll  make  fictional  progress  and  I'll  go  shopping  — 
Erie-style!  Thinking  of  you  in  your  love-frock. 

J-Spot. _ •  (7) 

SPROOOUUT!! 

Thanks  for  those  special  moments  in  Erie.  I  shall  miss 
your  tie-dyed  splendor  and  sheep-doggish  mop.  Alacka- 
day.  I’m  on  eager  beaver,  shacked  up  and  sweating, 
waiting  at  the  Muff-Inn.  C.U. _ (7) 

SYDNEY 

Yours  will  always  be  bigger.  I’ll  make  sure  of  it.  Sincere- 
ly,  your  pal,  Chris. _ (7) 

BABY 

Stable  and  loving  gay  male  couple  in  Texas  want  to 
become  parents,  searching  for  surrogate  mother  for 
legal  arrangement.  Call  (713)  999-4933. _ (7) 

Mature  GWM,  60  seeks  male  friend,  companion  and 
lover,  any  age.  Nonsmoker,  drug-free,  non- 
promiscuous,  only  criteria.  John,  Box  902,  Phila.,  PA 
19105. _ 0 

SON  AND  LOVER 

WM  53  chunky  smooth  good  looking,  seeks  young 
Greek  active  companion  to  share  bed  and  home.  No 
drugs.  BMC  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101. _ (8) 

DYKES  IN  LA! 

Lesbian,  28,  independent  filmmaker  looking  for 
lesbian  household  or  roommate  in  LA  area,  beginning 
August  or  September.  Contact  Jennie  at  GCN  (617) 
426-4469. _ (7) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469.  _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


WOMEN  NEEDED 

To  act  in  video  about  lesbian  collective.  No  experience 
necessary.  Call  for  more  information  if  interested.  Leave 
message  and  number.  926-7601  (Irene).  This  is  legit. _ (7) 

AUTHORS  QUEERY 

For  a  study  of  lesbian  life  and  lives  in  the  New  England  area 
between  1929  and  1969,  I  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
anyone  with  information,  memories,  photos,  letters,  literature, 
etc.  Send  contact  infor  to  GCN  Box  36.  (7) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

_ (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr /week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info. 
GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunterrs.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  426-4469. _ _ 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


TYPESETTING  AND  GRAPHIC  DESIGN 

Gay/lesbian  publisher  has  new  position  responsible  for 
design  and  production  of  books,  catalogs,  brochures, 
and  ads.  Will  work  primarily  on  desktop  (Ventura) 
publishing  system.  Layout,  typesetting,  or  design  ex¬ 
perience  or  training  required.  Starting  salary  $19,000  to 
$23,000.  Non-smoking  office.  Send  resume  and  sample 
of  past  work  to  Dan  O’Connell,  Alyson  Publications,  40 
Plymoth  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118.  (7) 


SERVICES 


EXPERIENCED 
PRESS  OPERATOR 
2-COLOR  STRIPPER 


Multi-racial  printing 
collective  seeks  new 
members.  Self-managed  union 
shop,  part  of  the  movement  for 
political,  social  and  economic 
change  for  15  years.  Minimum 
two  years  experience  necessary. 
People  of  color  and  women  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


Disabled  lesbian  art  therapist  needs  personal  care  atten¬ 
dant  Wednesday  8:30am  to  Friday  8:30am  (48  hours). 
$200/week  clear.  Lifting,  driving,  non-smoking  prefer- 
red.  1  year  minimum  commitment.  Connie  524-0921.  (8) 
FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATOR 
Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their  children  is  seeking 
a  FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATOR  with  excellent 
writing  skills,  interest  in  women’s  issues,  and  familiarity 
with  grantwriting,  sales,  and  budget  management. 
Women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  former  battered  women 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resumes  to  Transition  House 
Hiring  Committee,  P.O.  Box  530,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238.  Deadline  August  31,  1989. _ (7) 

Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 
Start  September  first.  254-5929. _ (7) 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women’s  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  647-267-0500 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ . 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
(2  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02144 
(61 7)353-1 500 


COUNSELING  ’ 
EOR  WOMEN 

Call  247-4X61 

Individual,  Couple 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 

and  Group 

■  Health  Insurance 

Counseling 

Accepted 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Kenmore  Square 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266  0760 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1 974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAt  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Prlvote  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1455 


WE  MOVE  THE  EARTH 

Gardens  By  the  Yard,  landscape,  construction  and 
design.  All  your  landscaping  needs  and  desires,  from  ci- 
ty  roofdecks  to  suburban  lots.  Call  524-3431 . _ (7) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SERVICES 


FLUTE  LESSONS 

John  Ranck,  doctorate,  Manhattan  School  of  Music. 
(617)  265-9176.  Emphasis  on  practice  techniques.  Use 
your  time  to  its  best  advantage. _ (10) 

PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021. _ (7) 


s 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

1  LF  and  1  BiF  seek  F  for  3-brm,  spacious  JP  apartment 

in  owner-occupied  home  near  pond,  on  Orange  and 
Green  T  lines.  Independent,  fun  household.  No  drugs, 
min.  ale.  We  have  3  cats  and  I  dog  so  no  more  please. 
$278  plus.  Available  Sept.  1.  Call  Wendall  days  at 
661-3567  or  eves.  522-2118. _ (7) 

PART-TIME  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
For  cheap  Cambport  apartment.  Must  love  dogs.  Fur¬ 
nished.  Great  location  2-3  nights  per  week.  Call  Jenifer 
576-6788.  _  (8) 

CHANDLER  STREET 

Renovated  small  1  bedroom  includes  gas  heat,  h/w., 
laundry  in  bldg.  675/mo.  by  owner  469-3466. _ (8) 

CHARLESTOWN 

GM  couple  seeks  friendly,  stable  F  or  M  to  share  newly 
renovated  8  room  duplex.  2  baths,  w/d,  roofdeck.  Con¬ 
venient  to  T.  No  smoke  or  drugs.  Pets  negotiable.  $450 
includes  all.  Available  immediately.  242-4807, _ (8) 

LF  27  with  two  dogs  seeks  one  or  two  roommates  to 
share  Istflr  in  Cambridge  house.  Dishwasher,  w/d, 
yard,  near  bus/T.  $300-450.  Call  Madeline  354-5528.  (8) 
Mission  Hill  Brick  Row  House  4  bdrm  2 Vi  baths  3  firs  Ig 
kit  back  yard  ref.  445-5406. _ (7) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  IN  |P 

Seeking  non  smoking  quiet  person  for  sunny  renovated 
apt  in  J.P.  Pets  possible.  Near  T  and  bus.  Call  524-2043 
available  Sept  1. 317-plus. _ (8) 

2  more  bodacious  dykes  for  huge  sunny  2-floor  Newton 

apartment.  Near  buses.  Pike,  Cambridge.  Pkg/yard. 
$375  includes  heat/electric.  Laura  545-9385  or  Kim 
431-6822. _ (8) 

2  DYKES  SEEK  2  WOMEN 

for  fun,  progressive  (yet  meat-eating),  big  sunny  apart¬ 
ment  in  Somerville.  Seconds  (approx.  90)  to  Red  Line. 
$395-plus.  Leave  message.  623-7084, _ (8) 

Somerville  —  I  LF  and  1  SF  both  30  seek  F  to  share  3BR 
Davis  Square  apt.  $255-plus.  No  smoke.  Friendly,  in- 

dependent.  Avail.  10/1,  poss.  9/1.  666-8118, _ (8) 

SOMERVILLE 

2  LFs  and  2  beautiful  cats  seek  independent  but  friendly 
LF  for  warm,  spacious  house  near  City  Hall.  On  2 
buslines.  No  more  pets,  smoking,  drugs,  min.  alcohol. 
$320-plus  low  utilities.  623-5465. _ (8) 

2LFs  35-plus  sk  LF  30-plus  for  Porter  Sq.  apt.,  near 
“T",  stores,  $359-plus.  Call  776-6158. _ (8) 

2  LF  seek  ILF  23  plus  to  share  3  bedroom  apt.  in  Oak 
Square,  Brighton.  Accessible  to  buses  —  express  bus  15 
min  to  downtown.  No  smokers/drugs,  2  adorable  cats 
—  no  more  pets,  $265  plus.  Available  Sept.  1st 
789-4183.  (8) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LFs  are  looking  for  2LFs  to  live  in  large  sunny  JP  apt. 
Near  Orange  and  Green  lines.  No  smoking,  pets  ok. 
Available  Sept.  1.  Call  983-0599, _ (8) 

Seeking  a  female  grad  student,  non-smoker  who  wants  a 
quiet  place  to  live.  Rent  free  in  exchange  for  household 
chores  with  other  woman  with  limited  health.  Very  plea- 
sant,  comfortable  condo  and  one  cat.  617-787-3837.  (8) 
NORTH  CAMBRIDGE 

2  LF,  1  GM  seek  3rd  LF  25-plus  for  politically  pro¬ 
gressive  independent  household.  Non-smoker,  no  pets 
(have  1  cat).  $200/mo.-plus  utils.  Avail  Sept  1 . 497-7828 
ask  for  Julie  or  Frank.  _ (9) 

SHARE  HOUSE  IN  SOMERVILLE 
LF  30  plus  seeks  same:  Quiet,  responsible,  not  pets, 
drugs,  drinking,  smoking.  3  rooms  to  yourself.  $500 
plus  1/3  utilities.  Avail,  immediately  628-7487, _ (7) 

LF  28  and  2  great  cats  seek  LF  for  lge  2BR  apt  in  Roslin- 
dale.  Seek  warm,  friendly  yet  Independent  home.  $345 
plus,  call  325-1916. _ (7) 

ATTENTION  SHOPPERS  -  JP  HOME! 

4  political  dykes  in  search  of  fun  and  adventure  (i.e.  2 
more  roommates).  Big  cooperative  house  —  responsi¬ 
ble,  vegetarian,  funky.  Near  Pond,  Green  and  Orange 
T.  $240-plus.  Call  now.  Operators  standing  by. 
524-0821. _ (7) 

LF/BiF  wanted  for  comfy  two  bedroom  apt  near  Porter 
Sq.  Off  St.  parking,  sunny.  $425  plus  utils,  avail  9/1  or 
9/15.625-3121. _ (7) 

ARLINGTON  NEAR  CAPITOL  THEATRE 
2  independent,  friendly,  LFs  seek  3rd  LF  for  3Br  in 
homphile  2fam.  MBTA,  sunny,  wd/floors,  modkitch, 
modbaths,  porches,  yard,  basement,  laundry.  Sorry 
nopets,  nosmoke.  $400  plus  utils.  Available  9/1.  Call 
Tina  648-0970 _ (7) 

Semi-coop,  semi-veg.  house  of  3  women  seeks  2LFs  and 
a  VCR  to  complete  happy  home.  You  are  easygoing,  late 
20’s  plus  (pref.)  I  min  to  Porter  Sq.  red  line  and  stores. 
Hrdwd,  1  Vi  bath,  quiet  St.  $245  or  $275  plus.  Call  Julia, 
Jane,  Tracy.  625-3314. _  (7) 

MEDEORDfrUFTS 

3L  seek  indept.  4th  L  for  large  2f!  apt.  Conv.  to  buses. 
15  min  walk  to  Davis.  No  more  pets.  $215.00  Sept  1 
395-8257. _ (7) 

SOMERVILLE  HOME 

LF  30-plus  for  spacious  old-fashioned  2  BD  sun  and 
quiet.  No  subst  abuse  or  smkng.  Cat  okay.  $370-plus. 
666-0934. _ (7) 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  2  bedroom  apt.  at  Point  of 
Pines  Vi  block  from  beach,  'h  block  from  public 
transportation.  $450  month  including  utilities  call 
286-2113.  Professional  preferred. _ (7) 

LF  41  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt,  porches,  trees, 
cats,  near  parks  and  T.  Am  semi-veg,  independent, 
friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person.  $3 16-plus. 
Sept.  1  call  Tusi  524-1812, _ (7) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Bet¬ 
ween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (7) 

Swampscott  room  avail,  in  my  two  family  home  very 
nice  place,  many  nice  features,  ciose  to  purple  line 
buses,  beach.  No  pets  —  own  cat.  No  drugs,  alcohol, 
quiet,  resp.  adults.  375-plus  utils,  non-smoker. 

Call:  593-7157 _  (8) 

JAMAICA  RUIN 

LF  34  seeks  same  28-plus  for  2  BR  apartment  near 
Orange  and  Green  Lines.  $3I0/month  plus  utilities.  One 
cat  and/or  birds  okay.  Available  9/1/89.  Mary 

522-2032,  leave  message. _  (7) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  AUG.  20-SEPT.  2.  1989  □  PAGE  13 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


NOW  SHOWING! 

LF  seeks  LF  lo  share  large  2BR  in  JP.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Available  immediately.  $400.  More  details, 
call  524-6012, _ (7) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates  for  September.  We  are  mixed 
men/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If 
you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free, 
call!  864-1466. _  _  (25) 


1  GCN  SPECIALS 

Pi 

PUBLICATIONS 

& 

TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  "Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


HOUSING  WANTED 


I  NEED  CHEAP  APT.  FAST 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  cheap  (!)  apt:  for  Fall.  (Rent  control 
would  be  great).  I’m  non-smoker  —  smoker’s  o.k.  —  fun, 
easygoing  and  responsible,  too.  Call  Margaret  M-F  426-4469 
or  738-4244. _ (c) 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
$500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control. 
Call  Liz  625-4277.  (c) 


ROOM  TO  LET  ON  A  MONTHLY  BASIS 

Furnished  room  with  kitchen  privileges,  Somerville.  No  smok- 
ing.  $250  month.  References  required.  666-0934. _ (8) 

Beverly,  2  bedroom  apartment,  historic  district,  walk  to  beach 
and  train,  parking.  $800  mo.  includes  heat  and  hot  water. 
(508)927-8292, _ (8) 

ARBORETUM  APT. 

2  bedroom  with  yard  abutting  Arnold  Arboretum,  in  2-family 
home.  Share  washer /dryer,  fruit  trees,  grapes  and  hammock. 
$750/mo.  Roslindale  near  JP,  325-1737, _ (7) 

WAKEFIELD  SEPT  1ST 

Sunny  one  or  two  bedroom,  quiet  area  near  town  and  lake, 
bam  storage,  sun  porch,  large  yard,  dishwasher,  laundry 
facilities.  Avail.  9/1,  $875  includes  heat.  Call  245-1352.  No 
pets. _ (8) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _  (c) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/15  or 
9/1,  $545  incl  all,  436-2583.  (10) 


REAL  ESTATE  FOR  SALE 

Provincetown  —  East  End;  Timeshare  Studio;  Week  29 
(Last  week  of  July);  Completely  Furnished,  including 
Dishes,  Coffee  Maker,  Utensils,  Sheets,  etc.;  AC;  Com¬ 
plex  includes  pool,  clubhouse,  and  putting  green; 
$7,900;  for  more  info,  call  Amy  at  508-493-2128  — 
Days. _ (7) 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  Fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (9) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


INDEXER  NEEDED! 

If  you  would  like  to  help  update  the  GCN  title  index, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  No  experience  necessary. 
Very  light  typing.  No  need  to  be  speedy. _ 

WE  NEED  IT  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  1 32-character  dot  matrix  printer  that  is  PC 
compatible.  We  also  could  use  a  medium-sized  (not 
huge)  photocopier.  Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate? 
Do  you  know  of  anyone  who  might  have  one  to  donate? 
All  for  a  good  cause  and  very  tax-deductible.  Call 
Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469, _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


MOVERS 


TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469,  Thanks. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

safesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesex 

esexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsafesexsq] 
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RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES! 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (J5) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _  | 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _  (7) 


y  r  w  rssi  r’o*  r®' 

Prisoners 

Seekina 

Friends 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
-  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
■  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
'Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential .  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Federal  prisoner  to  file  AIDS  class  action  suit 
PWA  &  HIV-infected  prisoners  want  to 
fight  for  better  medical  treatment  and  living 
conditions.  They  want  to  be  joined  by  other 
PWAs/PWARCs/HIV  positive  prisoners 
in  the  fed.  system. 

They  will  also  need  legal  help  and 
publicity. 

Non-prisoners  who  want  to  help  may 
write  directly  to:  James  Magner,  38670-019, 
Box  4000,  Springfield,  MO  65808  (Prisoner 
PWA). 

Prisoners  (federal)  may  write  letters  to 
James,  c/o  Mike  Riegle,  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston  MA  02116. 
Please  do  not  make  to  easy  to  identify  your 
letter  as  from  a  prisoner.  Put  your  name 
and  address  on  a  separate  sheet,  since 
federal  prisoners’  mail  can’t  be  sent  in  to 
other  federal  prisoners.  Do  it  now  if  you 
can!  


OFF  OUR  BACKS,  a  women's  liberation  jour¬ 
nal  of  news  and  features  is  free  to  women  in 
prison.  Write  them  at:  OOB,  2423  18th  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20009 


AIDS  info 

If  you  want  some  basic  info  on  AIDS,  please 
write:  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  i2  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American  B 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885. _ _ _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94  1  1 4(ex) _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ _ _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _  (ex) 
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I’m  looking  for  a  penpal  that  I  could  become 
friends  with.  I’m  Italian,  and  looking  for  some¬ 
one  on  the  streets  to  write.  My  likes  are  arts, 
music,  and  skiing.  I  enjoy  the  ocean  very  much. 
Ernie  CARRANZA,  PO  Box  B-62138  (SMU), 
Florence  AZ  85232. _ 

I’m  a  very  warm,  sensitive  and  caring  man  who 
made  a  mistake.  I’m  lonely  and  alone  in  here.  I 
will  answer  any  and  all  letters.  Anyone  out 
there?  (Thank  you  GCN  for  the  paper.  I  read 
every  word!)  Doug  BROWN,  47481,  Box  2, 
Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

BM  bisexual  in  search  of  friends,  penpals  and 
even  a  special  lover.  From  prisons  as  well  as 
from  the  streets.  Send  a  Sexy  picture  if  possi¬ 
ble.  Joe  WILSON,  153685,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. _ 

GM  seeking  honest  friends.  I  love  to  write  and 
would  like  to  have  gay  friends  to  write  to.  I’m 
not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners.  I  love  the 
movies,  dancing,  sex  and  the  beach.  Joesph 
MOSELEY,  711014,  ID  310,  PO  Box  279, 
E.  Palatka  FL  32131. _ 

I  feel  so  alone  and  like  no  one  cares  anymore 
that  I  would  really  appreciate  a  true  penpal.  I 
like  to  draw  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
anyone  who’d  like  to  write  me.  THANKS! 
David  RIEFLE,  45858-3A-694,  PO  Box  7, 
Moberly  MO  65270, _ 

SUNSHINE,  FLOWERS  &  RAINBOWS 
There  is  something  special  I  would  like  to  give 
thee.  They  are  just  mere  words,  but  they  have 
great  meaning  to  me.  They  bring  to  you,  Sun¬ 
shine,  Beautiful  flowers  and  Rainbows  too. 
Please  write.  Terry  DRAKE,  14162,  PO  Box  28 
(1-4B),  Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

I  am  22  yrs  old,  Black,  presently  I  don’t  have  a 
personal  Gay  friend  who  1  could  communicate 
with  because  it’s  difficult  to  consider  friendship 
into  your  life  in  such  a  negative  environment  as 
prison.  So  I  am  seeking  a  real  friend.  Charles 
ROWE,  88A  4655,  PO  Box  149,  Attica  NY 

14011. 

Black  male  top,  bodybuilder,  former  model, 
alone,  seeks  to  share  a  lasting  worthwhile 
friendship  relationship  with  GM,  TV  or  TS. 
Age  and  race  unimportant.  Rickie  DuBOSE, 
186-915,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 

GM,  26,  seeks  contact  with  GMs:  redheads 
especially!  Pictures  appreciated.  I’m  doing  OK 
money-wise.  Chris  RUSAW,  082924—665, 
19,000  SW  377th  St,  Florida  City  FL  33034. 

Gay  male,  19,  seeking  to  write  someone  who  is 

interested  in  long  term  relationship.  I  will  try  to 
answer  all  letters.  I  like  older  men.  Floyd  CAR- 
RERE,  120881,  Camp  J  Gar  3-R-8,  Louisiana 
State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective 
and  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison. 
We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners, 
Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WA 
98101. 


Interested  in  writing  an  old  Bi? 

If  there’s  anyone  out  there  that  would  be  in¬ 
terested  in  writing  to  an  old  Bi,  I  sure  would 
like  to  hear  from  you.  I‘m  54,  so  you  can  see 
that  I’m  not  a  young  chicken,  and  I’m  looking 
for  someone  who’d  like  to  have  a  steady  friend¬ 
ship.  I’m  a  truck  driver  by  trade,  and  I’m  tired 
of  running  all  over  the  country.  Please  consider 
writing  Richard  CREDILLE,  D-48405,  PO  Box 
600,  Tracy  CA  95376. 


I’m  a  gay  inmate  and  I’d  love  to  write  any  body 

any  color.  I  like  fast  cars  and  to  go  places  — 
around  the  world.  And  I  love  people.  I  will 
write  to  any  age  that  will  write  me.  Don’t  give 
up  on  me  please.  My  friends  call  me  Petie.  Den¬ 
nis  Clay  SETTLEMIRE,  79194,  Star  Rt  Box 
22-B,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


Nicely  built  male,  38,  seeks  correspondence 
with  sincere  TVs  and  TSs  for  possible  relation¬ 
ship  and  new  experience.  I  love  nature  and  en¬ 
joy  writing  and  lifting  weights.  Salvatore 
PELLEGRINO,  B-55603,  PO  Box  29,  Represa 
CA  95671. 


To  all  the  Gays  on  the  outside  world,  I  am 
young  and  full  of  cum  and  would  love  very 
much  to  write  to  some  of  you  sweet  things  on 
the  outside.  So  if  you  are  as  lonely  as  I  am  then 
drop  me  a  line  and  see  what  we  can  do.  Ricardo 
CROSSLAND,  160065,  Box  900,  Jefferson  Ci- 
ty  MO  65102. 


There’s  got  to  be  someone  who’s  got  a  serious 
heart  as  I  do.  I’ve  been  involved  in  only  one 
relationship,  only  to  be  betrayed.  No  heart¬ 
breaks  please.  Looking  for  someone  to  last,  to 
love  and  to  hold.  Gerald  WOOD,  159949,  Box 
7  (2-D-621),  Moberly  MO  65270, 


35  yr  old  male,  financially  secure,  seeks  young 
black  male  for  relationship  in  the  future. 
Prisoners  welcome.  Robert  WOODRUFF, 
384953,  Wynne  Unit,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


I  would  like  to  hear  from  all  Bi’s  and  TVs  in  the 
free  world  or  down.  Hobbies  are  walking,  sex, 
traveling  and  writing.  Curtis  DANIELS,  55197, 
Unit  24-B,  Parchman  MS  38738. 


23  yr  old  gay  prisoner  looking  for  a  mate  to 
share  love  and  life  with.  I’m  girlish  looking. 
Not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners.  Rocky 
SMITH,  53028-065,  Box  1000,  Oxford  WI 
53925  


Lonely  GM  seeks  correspondence,  friendship, 
relationship.  I’m  30,  and  interests  include 
music,  poetry,  dance,  singing,  fine  food,  in¬ 
timate  moments.  Want  a  stallion?  Take  a 
chance.  James  KOZIOL,  Box  711/A-72017, 
Menard  IL  62259. 


Black  male  body  builder,  Pisces,  30,  trying  to 
keep  my  body  &  mind  young  and  active.  My  in¬ 
terests  include  body  building,  all  sports, 
fashion,  creative  art,  interior  design,  love 
ballads,  and  of  course  (safe)  sex!  I’m  a  certified 
ass-man.  What  about  you?  Raymond 
GAITHER,  20254-0S,  PO  Box  137,  Tillery  NC 
27887. 


My  Irishman  John;  1  will  always  love  you  and 
be  your  Hillbilly  Lover  boy!  Blue  Eyes. 

GM,  32,  into  reading,  writing  poetry,  chess, 
classical  music  and  art.  I’m  very  romantic  and 
very  lonely.  Kenny  WELLS,  054811,  PO  Box 
1100  (MN  1747),  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 


Now  thru  Sept.  29  □  Video 
Against  AIDS.  An  inspiring 
and  provocative  series  of  22 
independently  produced  tapes  on 
AIDS-related  issues.  Institute  for 
Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston 
Street,  Boston.  Free  with  gallery 
admission.  266-5152  for  full 
schedule  and  details. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate  28  Monday 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 


27  Sunday 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  con¬ 
gregational  picnic  on  the  Charles  River  Esplanade.  Noon- 
3pm.  523-7664. 


1 9  Saturday 

Boston  □  Community  Feud  to  benefit  The  Living  with 
AIDS  Theatre  Project.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret.  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 


Boston  □  Introduction  to  Gay/Lesbian  Boston,  a 

two-hour  class  led  by  Rhea  Becker  and  Gordon  Gottlieb. 
Boston  Center  for  Adult  Education,  5  Comm.  Ave.  $19. 
Advance  registration  only.  6pm.  267-4430. 


30  Wednesday 


Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice,  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
8/20  Neil  Miller,  Author  of  In  Search  of  Gay  America, 
talks  about  his  book,  8/27  A  preview  of  Celebration  '90 
Gay  Games  and  Cultural  Festival. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  Ed  Meradith  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  Harbor  Cruise  sponsored  by  Gay 
Professional  Women.  8pm  to  midnight.  Donna, 
585-6051. 

Boston  □  True  Grits  Southern  dykes  covered  dish  sup¬ 
per,  all  races  and  attitudes  welcome.  4pm.  Cissy, 
628-2825. 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES  West  of  Boston  Lesbians  go  to 
Canobie  Lake  Park  in  New  Hampshire.  Janis,  (508) 
386-7737. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  and  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  Second  Anniversary  Party.  Boston  Ramrod,  1254 
Boylston  Street.  I  pm.  to  4pm.  $3. 

Lowell  □  Gays  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  monthly 
potluck  at  First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman  Street.  6pm. 
David,  (508)  452-4686. 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  day  hike  to 
Lafayette  Ridge,  New  Hampshire.  Michael,  522-9194. 


Provincetown  □  Rock  Against  Rape  dance  party  to 
benefit  the  Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Rape  Crisis 
Centers.  Sponsored  by  Rock  Against  Sexism.  Jo-Ell’s 
Place,  291  Commercial  Street.  $3  before  I  Opm.  $5  after. 

31  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

September  I  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

3  Sunday 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  holds  monthly 
potluck  at  Dennis  and  Frank's.  7pm.  825-3737. 


Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  8/21  Passing  Women: 
Women  who  are  perceived  to  be  men,  8/28  Lesbian  Men¬ 
tors/Role  Models.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOprn.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Ed  Meradith  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

•  Boston  □  Eula  Lawrence  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe, 
209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women's  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 


20  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

beach  outing.  Meet  at  North  Station.  9:30am.  Mike, 
327-5669. 

22  Tuesday 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  holds  orientation 
for  Support  Services  Team  (Buddies)  volunteers.  131 
Clarendon  Street.  7:30pm.  437-6200,  x256. 

Boston  □  AD  HOC  Committee  for  Civil  Disobe¬ 
dience  discusses  action  to  be  held  after  Nov.  12  Pro- 
Choice  March  in  D.C.  UMASS  Boston,  100  Arlington 
Street.  7pm.  Sheila,  629-2645. 

24  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

25  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Jeopardy  to  benefit  NACP,  a  free  acupunc¬ 
ture  clinic  for  PWAs.  Moonshine  at  Club  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 


Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities. 
Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Boston  □  Eula  Lawrence  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe, 
209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-66S8. 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-U  P/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  8/22  Therapy, 
8/29,  Party.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm. 
3S4-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  8/22 
Women  &  Money,  8/29,  Dysfunctional  Families/Co¬ 
dependency.  The  Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Boston  □  Club  Cafe  presents  the  best  of  Boston’s  Jazz 
talent.  209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-  10pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  Ellen  O'Brien  performs  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Laverae  Sims  performs  Blues,  Jazz  and 
Gospel  at  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


Rung  Fu  Master.  Written,  directed  and  produc¬ 
ed  by  Agnes  Varda.  From  a  short  story  by  Jane 
Birkin.  With  Jane  Birkin,  Mathieu  Demy,  Charlotte 
Gainsbourg  and  Lou  Doillon.  Running  time:  80 
minutes.  At  the  Somerville  Theatre,  Somerville, 
Mass.,  August  18-29. 

By  Liz  Galst 

henever  there’s  something  pressing 
going  on  in  my  life,  something  that 
requires  a  lot  of  emotional  energy 
and  maybe  a  few  extra  sessions  with  the 
head  shrinker,  I  find  myself  entertaining  the 
“SHOULD  I  MOVE  TO  NEW  YORK?” 
question  (which,  of  course,  has  to  be  capi¬ 
talized,  since  it  always  blocks  out  everything 
else  in  my  purview,  but  that  is  the  point  of 
the  question  anyway).  There  are  days  I 
would  kill  for  a  real  bialy  and  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  see  a  film  made  by  someone  other  than 
Ron  Howard.  Let’s  face  it,  Boston  is 
backwater,  especially  when  it  comes  to  film. 
New  York  is  where  it’s  at.  Other  places  used 
to  be  where  it’s  at,  too,  but  corporate 
America  is  rapidly  putting  an 
end  to  all  that.  Recently, 
I’ve  been  lusting  after  a 
festival  of  the  works  of  the 
French  New  Wave  directors  coming  up  at 
New  York’s  Lincoln  Center.  This  is  not  win¬ 
ning  Boston,  or  should  1  say  Somerville,  any 
points. 

My  friend  Lou  is  on  a  personal  mission  to 
keep  me  here.  She  suggests  a  weekend  per¬ 
sonal  growth  workshop  may  cure  me  of  this 
pull  towards  the  Big  Apple. 

“Agnes  Varda.  Agnes  Varda.  Agnes  Var¬ 
da!”  I  say,  pointing  to  the  ad  for  the  festival 
in  the  Village  Voice  with  a  picture  of 
Belmondo  in  the  upper  right-hand  corner. 
But  it  means  nothing  to  her;  Spielberg’s  her 
cup  of  tea. 

“Why  am  I  schvitzing  my  brains  out  in 
Somerville,  when  I  could  be  sitting  in  the  air- 
conditioned  comfort  of  Alice  Tully  Hall, 
festival  pass  in  my  pocket,  and  no  popcorn, 
thank  you  very  much?”  I  continue.  She 
reminds  me  that  I’d  probably  schvitz  twice 
as  much  in  the  windless  New  York  summer, 
since  I’m  ideologically  opposed  to  air-condi¬ 
tioning  and  besides,  I  can’t  afford  it. 

Eating  half  her  syllables,  some  stale  tor¬ 
tilla  chips  and  the  last  of  my  sour  cream,  she 
says,  “I  think. ..one  of  her  films  is  at  the 
Somerville.  Kung  Fu...  or  something.  Bet 


French  filmmaker  Agnes  Varda. 


Agnes  Varda  came  to 
Somerville 

But  there  are  still  no  real  bialys  outside  New  York  City 


Jane  Birkin  as  Mary-Jane 


there’s  one  of  those  free  press  screenings 
you  always  go  to.” 

Turns  out,  Lou’s  right,  Kung  Fu  Master, 
and  there’s  not  one  screening,  there’s  two. 
Wage  slave  that  I  am,  though,  I  can’t  go  to 
either  of  them.  Woe  is  me.  Still,  a  nice 
woman  from  the  theater  lends  me  the  video. 
Most  people  wouldn’t  complain,  but  I  hate 
video  and  feel  particularly  robbed  of  the 
auteur's  signature  lush  visuals.  Not  only  that 
but  the  film’s  about  a  40-year-old  woman, 
Mary-Jane,  and  a  14-year-old  boy,  Julien, 
who  fall  in  love.  This  somehow  seems  like 
cosmic  justice  for  the  Speaking  Out  (p.5) 
about  intergenerational  sex  I  wrote  this 
week,  and  New  York  is  looking  better  all  the 
time. 

“Liz,  you’re  starting  to  whine,”  Lou  tells 
me.  I  mention  that  it’s  one  of  the  things  I  do 
best,  so  she  should  try  and  appreciate  it.  But 
she’s  right.  Before  I’ve  even  seen  the  film, 
the  relationship  between  Mary-Jane  and 


Julien  has  me  worried.  Varda’s  such  a  great 
filmmaker,  I’m  afraid  she’ll  lure  me  into 
supporting  something  I  don’t  think  is  a  great 
idea.  I  mean,  movies  do  that  all  the  time.  In 
Dangerous  Liaisons,  Stephen  Frears  ap¬ 
parently  has  very  little  trouble  getting  most 
of  his  audience  to  believe  that  rape  is  really 
consensual  sex  after  all. 

So  I  brace  myself  and  try  to  remember 
what  it  is  about  Varda  I  love  so  much.  In  my 
mind,  she  and  Margarethe  von  Trotta 
(another  director  not  many  people  have 
heard  of)  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Var¬ 
da’s  film  Vagabond,  winner  of  the  1985 
Venice  Film  Festival  Golden  Lion  for  Best 
Film,  contains  the  most  beautiful  moment 
ever  on  celluloid.  In  any  amazing  melding  of 
fictive  and  documentary  technique,  Varda 
talks  with  several  people  who  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  a  young  drifter  named  Mona. 
Towards  the  end,  she  interviews  a  Tunisian 
grape  picker  with  whom  Mona  had  an  af¬ 


fair.  He  says  nothing,  simply  picks  up  the 
scarf  he  once  gave  her,  inhales  her  smell, 
and  sets  it  down  again,  calling  up  her 
memory. 

Varda’s  such  a  great  filmmaker,  I  don’t 
usually  care  that  her  brand  of  feminism  is 
fairly  middle-of-the-road  het.  I  once  saw  her 
interviewed  in  a  documentary  on  the  French 
New  Wave  directors,  of  whom  she  is  the  on¬ 
ly  woman  (since  you  can’t  count  Marguerite 
Duras,  who  is  mostly  a  writer,  and  whose 
films  are  sometimes  too  abstruse  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  generation  of  1959).  The  in¬ 
terlocutor  asked  Varda  why  she  photo¬ 
graphed  a  particular  scene  in  her  first  movie, 
La  Pointe  Courte,  the  way  she  had.  She 
replied,  “because  I  thought  it  looked 
beautiful  that  way.”  Now,  you  may  think 
this  kind  of  response  is  lacking  a  little  in 
analysis.  After  all,  just  about  anything  can 
be  defended  by  its  creator  for  being  beauti¬ 
ful.  But,  in  the  midst  of  six  talking  male 
heads  spouting  theoretical  gobbledygook 
about  Film  aesthetics  (even  if  they  were  the 
talking  heads  of  Godard,  Malle,  Renais, 
Truffaut,  Roehmer  and  Chabrol),  Varda 
was  (and  still  is)  a  welcome  relief. 

Varda  wrote  Kung  Fu  Master  from  a  story 
by  Jane  Birkin,  the  British-born  French  pop 
star  who  plays  Mary-Jane  in  the  film.  Like 
all  Varda’s  movies,  it’s  a  treat  for  the  eye, 
and  replete  with  the  kind  of  moments  the 
filmmaker  is  noted  for,  moments  in  which 
she  says  so  much  by  saying  nothing  at  all.  I 
also  give  Varda  an  A-plus  for  character 
development,  something  too  many  film¬ 
makers  neglect.  And  even  if  this  isn’t  exactly 
the  intergenerational  love  story  I’d  like  to 
see,  it’s  a  story  beautifully  told. 

Mary-Jane  and  Julien  meet  at  a  party  her 
daughter  Lucy  has  at  their  house.  Julien, 
who’s  had  too  much  to  drink,  is  throwing  up 
in  the  bathroom.  Most  of  the  time,  though, 
he’s  a  real  charmer.  It’s  one  of  those  love-at- 
first-sight  kind  of  things,  and  they  end  up 
courting  each  other  over  the  video  game 
“Kung  Fu  Masters.”  Julien  is  quite  the  pro, 
and  the  game,  in  which  a  martial  artist  must 
fight  off  human  and  super-human  foes  in 
order  to  rescue  his  beloved,  Sylvia,  becomes 
the  metaphor  for  their  relationship. 

Still,  there’s  trouble  in  paradise.  Mary- 
Jane  has  a  hard  time  overcoming  her  in¬ 
ternalized  social  injunctions  against  these 
kind  of  relationships.  Lucy,  when  she  finds 
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BEHIND  THE  MASK, 
by  Kim  Larabee,  $7.00. 
Maddie  Elverton  is  a 
fashionable  member  of 
English  society  in  the 
early  19th  century  who 
leads  a  double  life  as  a 
highway  robber,  until  her 
secret  life  and  her  love  for 
another  woman  are 
threatened  by  a  young  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  law. 

TESTIMONIES,  edited 
by  Sarah  Holmes,  $8.00. 
In  this  new  collection  of 
coming  out  stories,  twen¬ 
ty-two  women  of  widely 
varying  backgrounds  and 
ages  give  accounts  of 
their  journeys  toward  self- 
discovery. 

“These  are  stories 
with  moments  of  truth  in 


them.  They  are  clear  and 
compelling.”  —  Seattle 
Gay  News 

UNBROKEN  TIES,  by 
Carol  S.  Becker,  $8.00. 
Through  a  series  of  nearly 
one  hundred  personal  ac¬ 
counts  and  interviews.  Dr. 
Carol  Becker,  a  practicing 
psychotherapist,  charts  the 
various  stages  of  lesbian 
breakups  and  examines 
the  ways  in  which  women 
maintain  ties  with  their 
former  lovers. 

“A  fascinating  ac¬ 


count  of  the  diverse  ex¬ 
periences  of  lesbians  as 
they  break  up,  rebuild 
their  lives,  and  develop 
varied  relationships  with 


ex-lovers.”  —  JoAnn 
Loulan. 


CRUSH,  by  Jane  Futcher, 
$7.00.  It  wasn’t  easy  fit¬ 
ting  in  at  an  exclusive 
girls’  school  like  Hun¬ 
tington  Hill.  But  in  her 
senior  year.  Jinx  finally 
felt  as  if  she  belonged. 
Lexie  —  beautiful, 
popular  Lexie  —  wanted 
her  for  a  friend.  Jinx  knew 
she  had  a  big  crush  on 
Lexie,  and  she  knew  she 
had  to  do  something  to 
make  it  go  away.  But 
Lexie  had  other  plans. 

And  Lexie  always  got  her 
way. 

“A  wonderful  high- 
school  lesbian  romance.  I 
wish  I  had  it  to  read  in 
high  school.”  —  Carol 


Seajay,  in  Feminist 
Bookstore  News 


A  MISTRESS 
MODERATELY  FAIR, 
by  Katherine  Sturtevant, 
$9.00.  Shakespearean  Eng¬ 
land  provides  the  setting 
for  this  vivid  story  of  two 
women  —  one  a  play¬ 
wright,  the  other  an 
actress  —  who  fall  in 
love.  Margaret 
Featherstone  and  Amy 
Dudley  romp  through  a 
London  peopled  by  name¬ 
less  thousands  and  the 
titled  few  in  a  historical 
romance  that  is  enter¬ 
taining  and  best  re¬ 
searched  you’ll  ever  read. 

“The  reader  is 
thoroughly  charmed  by 
Sturtevant’ s  elegant  prose 
and  carefully  conceived 
characters.”  — Publishers 
Weekly 

MACHO  SLUTS,  by  Pat 
Califia,  $9.00.  Pat  Califia, 
the  prolific  lesbian  author, 
has  put  together  a  stun¬ 
ning  collection  of  her  best 
erotic  short  fiction.  She 
explores  sexual  fantasy 
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and  adventure  in  pre¬ 
viously  taboo  territory  — a 
lesbian’s  encounter  with 
gay  cops,  incest,  as  well 
as  various  S/M  and  “vanil¬ 
la”  scenes. 

“Intriguing,  erotic,  ex¬ 
hilarating  and  unnerving. 
Beautifully  crafted.”  — 
The  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

DEAD  HEAT,  by  Wil- 
lyce  Kim,  $7.00.  Willyce 
Kim’s  Dancer  Dawkins 
and  the  California  Kid 
delighted  readers  with  a 
family  of  far-out  charac¬ 
ters.  In  Dead  Heat,  they 
meet  again  for  a  new  ad¬ 
venture.  While  Dancer  is 
trying  to  recover  from  her 
breakup  with  Jessica,  the 
Kid  has  fallen  for  a 
gangster’s  girlfriend. 
Things  get  sticky  when 
horse  racing  and  a  kid¬ 
napped  Hungarian  Viszla 


enter  the  picture,  and  the 
conclusion  to  the  story  is 
a  day  at  the  races  you’ll 
never  forget. 

“Kim’s  lean,  deadpan 
style  belies  her  gift  for 
seeing  subtle  humor  in  the 
ordinary,  shambling  state 
of  human  nature.”  —  Pub¬ 
lishers  Weekly 
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